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Chapter I 
ORIGIN AND SETTLEMENT 
In 1806 General Thomen Loves a representative of Buneabe 
County, introduced the following bill to the General Assembly: 


An ’ ing the ee lh gree fn, Bg me agp gst 
te and distinct County, ami also part of 
+ pa Tannen Bid aden counties into a separate and 


Whereas the inhabitants in the wedt part of Buncanbe 
county, which fenders the attendanee of jarore and wit. 


nosses vyory b ome amd expomosive and almost inpossi<- 
tie in the winter season for remecy whereof; 

Be it enacted by the General Asnoubly of the State of 
forth Carolina, and it is hereby onnascted by the authority 
of the game That all that of the county of Duncombe, 
tt wit) boginning where southern boundary of this 


then al anid : to the ridge dividing the waters 
SP Fagen oe ie Broad then with said to 


with the State line to the line shall divide 
State ond the State of Georgin, and with thet line to 
the ber — oe Ng — is aorana, po Aa into a we 
nOpaArn county nane Haywood, 
boner of the present Sreamurer of this States 


Other sections of the above act provided for tho appointment 
of justices of the pence and invested them with propor authority; 
designated the dintrict of which Haywood would be a parts listed 
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rules for holding clectionss; provided for the collection of a 
tex of three shillings on every poll md of one shilling on evory 
one Inmiired sores of land; established courts and gave then 
authority to acte 

Furthermore it was onacted that John Stevenson, John Mont= | 
gomery, John Dobson, William Denver, Hugh Davidson, Hollyman Battle, 
and John Bryson be appointed commissioners to select the site for 
public butidings, and that Polix Walker, John McParland, and Thoms 
Lenoir be appointed comuissioners for the purpose of erecting these 
buildings for Haywood County. 

Previous to 1808, however, the more than three thousand squere 
miles of territory taken from Ikmeombe County hed an interesting 
history. Although settlement was retarded, exploration beran soon 
after the discovery of Americas History saya that a Spaniard, 

_ Mermando De Soto, come into the land of the Indians as carly as 

1540, and it is believed that the army led by this famous concral 
gazed upon the Grent Gmolcies, After De Soto more than a century 
@lapsed before white man again penctrated this vastness. Jamon 

Needham and Gabriel Artin, Englishmen, visited the Overhill homes 
of the Cherokee Indians in 16736 In 1725 Colonel George Chicken 
GREROS (he eeenny ent Shy anaaler Caing sue sane of the 

natives to visit the ling in Londons” 

Other explorers came a fow yearn after tho middle of the 
eighteenth century, including Willian Dartren and Lieutenant Henry 
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Timberlake. Clingman, Guyot, and Mitchell are names which will 
never be forgotten within this mountain section. Howover, it 
geoms by reading colonial records that little attention was given 
to places wont of Salisburye [Evidence shows, or scoma to indicate, 
that Indians still occupied and controlled all land from the 
eastern foothills of the Blue Mdgose In writing of the German 
settlement in North Carolina, the Reverend O. William Welker speaks 
of the present county of Catawba in the following manner: 

area county of Catawba was apt J sottled by Germans 

from Pennsylvanians ‘The pioneer of thence ta was 

Henry Weidner faticerl. vr Gna 1745, enme alone to 

Sear eater ee 

BES te Sere setae hoses ener ue 

polts, iO«, On sevoral horace 

In 1770 Reverend Mrs Dralge, writing from Selisbury to dover 
nor Tryon, referred to the western part of tht state as the “Rack 
 Prontior", This rreecher of the Church of ingland went into tho 
territory west of Salisbury which he deseribed as & country of 
"seven thousand souls or nine Inmdred families inhabiting a county 
of one bumdred end cighty miles in leneth and one nmdred ani 
twenty in broadth".* 

Pew, if any, whitos had penetrated as early as the third 
quarter of the eighteenth century into the territory which later 
became Haywood County. This was probably due to the fect that 
settlers were not cromded in the east while the weat was protected 
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from white mants advoncement by the war~lile Cherokees, Writing 
in 1765 Lieutenant Governor Bull told the Right Honorable the 
‘Lords Commissioners for Trade that "4 » + I hed no intention of 
going beyond the reputed Boundary of my om province thot T hear 
the people of North Carolinn are malting quick advance to the foot 
of the Cherokeo Hountaine which is tho ohie? hunting ground for 
the Lower Cherokoos,"® 

The line to which the writer refers was at the headwaters of 
Catawba near Marion, It appears evident that whites hed funt be« 
gum touching the foothille of the Blue Ridge and wore malting no 
gerious threat to crons into the valley of the French Brond or 
Pigeon Rivers, Only trails led from the oivilination of Europe to 
the fringe of weatern idens among the Amorioan Indians at the foot 
of the Blue Ridce Mountaings It doos not seem logical from «11 
evidence to believe that mary people were in the present bounds of 
Maywood County before the Revolutionary Ware In 1767 Governor 
fryon referred to the land beyond the Indian boundary as "this un 
settled part of the country", Furthermore, the tax returns of 
Rowan showed the mmber of taxnbles to be only 30590 in 176¢éy thus 
with a large county heving so few people, ond those below the Pine 
Ridge, it appears that the “unsettled part of the country" existed 
only in a moager fashion for the white settlers before their first 
strugsle with the mother countrys 

At the commerwement of the Revolutionary war the torrl~ 
tory now lying on and near the enetern base of the 'Dlue 
pa wel . Bs ll the cy tag a Myr er en my ord 


Indians _The whole coun wos A Phang 
(afterward Lincoln ing Lingoln) was icemanay penkind with the Toe tentites 


colonial Rocomis of Ne Ce» pe S61. 


gam ae ste seven <P eiangs yates eh ected lect ' 
aie Remors Sedder Vy alt ot eee eee 


hi by eh rnin . é Satine cio vena hia aes ete oe 
an 534 40 ¢ berte See a. ve Ly yee na $ gaa: be 
CRN i 3 ~ Py Qb2i at ee Ge weet enh = 
LE aye ihe ar fi 
Pear oe a 
Teo es RES ete A amet: faut eres ees» indeed 
3 5 gar; evkdyrta! ie er, SON A oe onthestinedl Re 
| peeks reer anid 1 i olathe, gem teats orate 
ser “OME IT. otal ompine tLeiaieet anh? wheel 


thi 3m et prebtert scth Resor fen ae 


‘e 


? 
La 
pS 
hes 
is 
™~ 
ay 
: 
: 
| 
*/{~ 
3 
i 
; 
ae 
= 
* 
¥ 
= 
= 
= 


sy ~ bis Nees teed” abe: diet 
55 , ; rey or Seer hh: a> ere “sense 
z 


ewmintithacar “pte ahs 


a copa yay beet arta: To Sepronevar cay wet * 
| thee eee. Se eo is kp oe 
Mf ry eh. J abet 3 a ane. aherins iach Kagpimaat,> shes ibe 
fa acter te ald qaetivewege ee ae 
sf ais ES “Te OS eee Oliotiy a 

ot Die) ald Maw Dultet hee ee 6 


=~ = 
hoy 
* 


+ 
qe 
a 
a 
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eecomiing to Bunter in bia Skotehes onto: TOL LT. 
Nevertheless, the first census ahows over seven antl ono-halt 
thousand poople in Burle County, a county which Ineluded all terri~ 
tery within and west of Ite present boundary. Sunconbe, a coumty 
formed from Burke, had moro than five thousand whites in 1000, and 
Heywood County, cut from Buncombe in 1606, had more than two and 
one-half thousand whiten recormied in ite first census, When the | 
Blue Ridge berrior Mnnally broke with the incessant hemwring of 
the ploneersy, sottlers poured into the rich farming aml pasture 
lanis of the Prenoh Broad and later into the lower lands of the 
Pigeon River and ite tributaries, Lani grants wore obtained from 
the courts of Turke County ond later from those of Buncombe, It is 
not Imown when the fliret people came to live on their newly so~- 
quired territory. | 

"Perhaps the firet effort at home building in tho present 
limite of Haywood County", acoording to Frofensor Allen, “was made 
by David Nelson, who « »« « come from Burke County « « » about the 
spring of 1705, planted, and raised «a crop of corn at the fGardens! 
om Pigeon river noar where Canton now stands"? 

According to records of the courts in Burke, Buncombe, and 
Naywood Countios, the majority of the early land grente obtained in 
the Intter county wore issued after 1700 and before the formation 
of thio county in 1006, However, no tronatioen had removed the Choro. 
hoo Indians from Neaywood territory until on late ae 18S6, ond not 
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evon the attempt at removal left the entirety of this mountainous 
section open for settlement. MNovertholess, as usual, the whites 
disregarded the rights of the red mon ani moved into evory valley 
of importance before 1608. Lend grants were secured carly and Nay} 
wood County's first citizens moved into a rich inhoritance of grac- 
ing ond farming lands In the mafority of casen these pioneers re- 
mained on their farma, leaving them to a posterity that has lived 
Close to the soll, 
: On a beautiful ridge which separates the waters of Raccoon and 
Richland Creeks a sxmnll villare had been started by settlers coming 
in before the formation of Haywood County, Some families already 
prominent in atate affoirs bocarie the leading citizens of the newly 
organized county. <Accomiing to mthority granted thom br the state 
logislature it became the Guty of some of these men to select a 
county sont, lay out ite atroots, provide ite public buildings, desig- 
nate voting precincts, and plan for all other features which wore 
necessary in order for a newly orgmnised territory to take its 
place nilongside other coumties of the state. 
. The following act copied from the laws of Worth Carolina will 
probably furnish sufficient detafis about the erection of a county 
seats 
Whereas, by aon act of the Gensral passed 
at Raleigh in 1008 ontitled soere 
An act orect the western part of Buncombe into a 
separate and distinct county, « « « there were Comis- 
sioners appointed to fix on a suitable place eat or near 
ne center of the ——, of Haywood, whorcon to ersct 
the public buildings of anid county; and whereas the 
said Coresissioners did fix on a spot of ground then the 
menees 2 Se ae Love eee Pay mes ® 
: # the said Love's dwolling= 
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voyod to mse Commissioners a certain portion of land, 
inoluding the part aforesaid; and whereas the said Conq~ 
ear. a anid lands to ther « 


ote, armoin street ond cross atroot. And whereas the 
eaid Comilesionera have tree eee eae 
SELAGL af diciting tab Wann eatnina thie o a aeee n 
purpose of perry. money ariging from auch onles to 
defraying the _— of erecting the public tulldings 
of said county 


The oommisolonera selocted by leglolative act found 1t Im 
possible to provide publica buildings as soon os they wore neoded, 
Suffleient funds could not: be collocted immediately aml the court 
house end jail were not ready until 1618, in which yorr the first 
gourt was held within the new buildings, Bofore this date, however, 
officorsa had been elected by the Mrat court of pleas and quarter 
seapions, wiloh was held in 1000. ine to tradition the new 
tow thus forried was nemed Weynervilie in honor of General Anthony 


‘Wayne, under whom Colonel Love served in the Revolutionary War, 


Prom this very humble beginning Haywood county and ite county 
steedtiy until the progent time. ‘The first consus 
indicates that tinynesville had only 225 inhabitents as Inte as 1800. 
fon yours lator it did not have five Inurired people, yet 1t wan by 
far the largest village in the gouty, Other Important settlemonts 
began to show life a fow years before the present contury, Canton's 
population had increased to 256 ami Clyde had ninety people wien 


the cengus waa tealen in 1000, In 1900 there were not two thousand 


poople in all towns of Haywood Counts 
Below ie a very Interosting deseription of surrounding torri- 
tory and the county sent prior to 1075. ‘The writer dosertbed the 


eo 7 "hs poate = qd ——s. @ odet —s 
a ia weary a PMS olidng a * 
a y cneeune irr einer aner:s tem 3 
eke A te each: B ALOS 
ne a Sc) ae sts he iin td ay oo me f 
fas vied Hem Retain Os OT 
fies: @ i “aigecrw 3 seg, 
; sph Tet cays? feo le 
- “' iD 4 004 
: ; on : 
<= 4 OS Zeer * 
. ‘ 4 * % oe i 
. hn due “ 
Mi Bat * a 
y, 5 : ak 6 
7 ¥ aie : > bots ee 
us ~ LETS acs 
hy 
ti 4, y rs a t 
. 
3 : : : 
; . 
’ vs 
ha 
Fert 
; . Be 
; * y ’ Q + ga 
| «wes ’ Pn ® | ve a? «# 
‘ we “ ae ' cab, Coe 


roomed! Saeminget he ecnrad £67 
“tov a mt 
Sotiris sadier aff {et of seRy ed “etre 


nice? pay to cmiithieecst one 


ar 


8 


country as he approached and entered Waynesville from the Jonathan 
Greek section, 


Troops of children played about the doors of all the 
ne flong these ronda,» Families of ten and twolve 

are by no mesns uncommon, Girls and boys work afield 
with their parente in summer, and pase the winter with 
but limited chances for cultures 

Pasosing arownd the base of ‘Jonathan's Creek Bald’, 
we camo into a more m ond fertile country, shore the 
ferm-houses wore nonatly bullt and painted, and the vheate 
fLelds wore wide ond well stookeds 
*e28# © & ®@ 2 2 © @& “eve eee @ee#ee#ees + & * 

town is composed of one long street of 

houses « « « « It has « trio of country stores; a cony 
and delightful Little hotel, Biman under the shade of 
a huge treeg an old wooden rehed on a hill, 
with a came flied with: with Bw te Orbs, whore the 
early settlers lie at rect, and an scodeny. 

There is no whir of wheels, The only manufacturing 
entablidimente | are | floureatiiis Loentied | on the various 


night thore is hardly a light tm the village? . few 
belated horsemen steal nolaclosaly through tho strect, 

or the faint tinkle of a banjo end the pattor of a negro's 
fect ys to an imnocent morry=making,. ‘The Court- 
Rouse of Hayenod = and the airy both nr twoe 


Sinse the formation of Navwood County six counties have been 
fosmed from ite original territory west of the Baleam Mountains. 
Kaoon County, formed in 1028, with a population of 6355 and 532 
equare miles of territory war the first to be orranized, In 1659 
Cherokec, with a population at the comty's first consun of 3427, 
took451 more aquare miles from the original territory owned by 
Haywood Countys Jackson was formed in 1051 with 494 square miles 
of land end 5615 people according to the connus of 1860. Clay war 
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Pi 
organized in 16861 with only 185 square miles of territory and 2461 
people residing within its borders. ‘Swain was organised in 1071 
with 5G6O aquare miles end 3784 oitisene, And the last of the land 
to be taken from Haywood formed Graham County. In 1672 this terri- 
tory was organized, having 302 square miles of land und 2555 people 
within her boundary Lincs. 

‘In this mannor Maywood County was chengod from a torritory 
occupying over three thousand square miles of aren into a political 
section having only 541 square miles of land, “nyneeville has been 
the county seat from the beginning of thie scomty's history, there 
being no recent suggestion of change. Canton, home of the Champion 
Fibre Company, is the second largest tow in Sestern North Carolina, 
having moro than twiee the population of “aynesville. ‘The so-called 
important places of the county have varied from time to time since 
the original inhabitents settled here, Mo doubt social life cen- 
tered more around such farming sections ap Iron Duff, Pigeon, and 
Jonathan Creek during the earliest history of Haywood County. At 
present, however, villaces served by the Southern Railway are the 
only places resenbling tows, and to these places the centers of 
population havo shifted, 

The first inhabitants came to Yaynesville beonuse of ite 
Deautiful loeation ond wonderful clinete.”° esc factors are its 
main assete today. The county seat is distinctly a tourist center 
despite the fact that many are living there to serve na its csovern- 
montal officials, serve in its courts, and cater to natives who are 
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drawn there by the town's natural ndvantages for trade. 

Centon, the fastest groving tom tn the county during the last 
deende, is a manufacturing conter to ite vory cores An eatinate 
would place four-fifths of ite working population in the employ of 
one large paper pulp mill wiht: wom constructed in recent yearte 
All classes of stores that ere usually found in towns of Live 
thousand people are located im Cantons They not only serve the 


ropidents but also supply many needs of the surrounding torritory, 


especially in the Pigeon section of Haywood County, It appears 
that natives control most of this trade, and the manufacturmeone 
ter contains some of the original families, However, on the other 
hom, it is evident that Canton hes a higher percentage of those 


not native than any othor section of this mountain country. Those 


settlers of course haye moyed in since the buliding of the pulp 
mille | 

Hamelwood, another distinctly manufseturm town, has witnessed 
a rapid growth diring the past fifteen years. Descendants of ori- 
ginal settlers have moved there to work in the fastorics, while 
those not native have moved here from other states to make employ~ 
mont possible, This towny tooy contains family names of original 
settlers, but by far the majority of influential mon living within 
its limits moved in from other states. Unlike Cantons Hazelwood 
has more than one mamifacturing interests Alno the iInatter town, 
although much smaller, has a section which 1a occupied by touriats 
during the summer months. As a whole Hazelwood wes very insignift- 
cont in 1920 with a population of less than five hundreds Mowever, 
with a shift in population made within the county and others moving 
there during the past fifteen years this town is one of the most 
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important sections of the county» 

Clyde, fourth town in size, contains many originnl familics, 
In fact,fow outsiders have moved in, ani thus this village has had 
a steady but slow growth since 1900. Some tourlets visit during 
the surmer; nevertheless, it does not appear that Clyde has show 
any material growth, Its one important flour mill has almost 
Goaged to do business, om it is certain thet fover cattle aro 
shipped from its yards. There hae been little, if any, ahift in 
this town's populations, Possibly a few being added, about ten 
each year, is due to an inc/ease in the birth rate. 

Lake dJumnluska, fomerly Tuscola, is principnaliy a tourist 
center, Since the ostublishnent of the Methodists’ assembly 
grounds the population has increased because several natives 
moved into nearby cover to render service to tourist trade. Also, 
the Junalusie Supply Compm-s,. with fits under yards ami other sctivi- 
ties, has caused na few natives to shift their residences, If the 
Methodist Church had no interest here, an interest which has ine 
Ginded the bullding of a beautiful lnke, this division of the 
county would be only a poor farming section when compared with 
gomo other parte of Haywood Countye 

In eonelusion it appears that farming sections have had a. 
steady sottlement oxi grown in population of people native to Hay-= 
wood County; that the two manufacturing towns have been favored 
with rapid settlement since the establishment of industries during 
recent years; and that other places have depended and are still 
depending on tourists to add to the growbh of their populations, 

It also seome evident that the population of Haywood County has 
shifted from time to tine both as to location and mmber, PFemilics 
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is 
moved into wooded areas, such as the Sunburst section, for an 


example, until all desirable timber was cut, and then went to 
other places within the county to contimoe thoir trade, Also, the 
population in almost any locality, especially Waynesville aml Lake 


duneluske, increnses during the summer months due to an influx of 
Visitors, | 


Chapter II 
GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES 


Haywood County is in the center of the mountains of Yestern 
North Carolina, ‘Situation and topography has greatly influenced 
its history. Cn account of geographical features of this county 
GQiscovery, oxpioration, and settlement wore delayed, and develop~ 
ment has been slowly sccomplished, Until comparatively recent 
years Haywood County hes been beyond the frontier, isolated by 
innumerable mountain barriers which have played an equally impor- 
tent part in shaping the lives of these people as the old western 
' frontier had in molding the destiny of the plonoers. 

Behind the Newfound Mountains, the Piegeh Renge, the Balsen 
Mountains, and the Great Smoky Chain is found what people claim to 
- be pure Anglo«Saxon blcods Customs which seem strange to visitors 
are found in this area, Los cabins, corduroy roads, ox wagons, 
and spinning wheels still linger as proofs of an interesting his- 
torye in the past, geographicel features have meade this a innd of 
gmell ferme, mountain pastures, ond water milla, Today Maywood 
County is tho same, plus numorous modern developments, ospecially | 
in industry and trensportation, whieh have placed it alongside the 
most advanced mountainous sections. 

If the works of some writers are to be accepted, Haywood 
County had an interesting geological histary several thousand years 
before white men visited American shorese The central theme of 
their findings tells of an onclont rivor which drained Western 
North Carolina as it slowly moandered from Murphy through Bryson 
City, Sylva, Waynesville, and Asheville into South Carolina and 
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onward to the Atlantic Ocean, Of course the present drainage sys- 
tem places all water wont of the Plus ftidge Hounteins within the 
basin of tho Hississipp! Rivers 
Mx, La Sorce wrote in the National Geographic Magazine: 
See ee ee es ere ee 
Great Smoky Hountains, in western North Carolina 
may inspect another of the get river battlicfic 
rf the world, The stories its 1 ioe tells of Te 
tanie strugeles over watersheds, of battles over divides, 
— of fighte without quarter over stronmm bods, are 
In the aoa long ago a megnificient stream oc~- 
cupied this great, canoo-shaped structural valley that 
began in coumanat 7 Virginia and ended in Sertunenh Georgine 
One branch of this river rose in southwest Virginia and 
flowed in «a southwesterly direction past Asheville, whore 
it was foined by the other branch, whieh had its head~ 
waters in the sxtreme southwest corner of North Carolina, 
and flowed by Murphy, Bryson City, ond Waynesville to its 
confluence with its sister fork na little below Asheville. 
Their mingled waters ran along the uppor velleys of 
the present Pronch Broad River and Bud Creekz t a 
into South Carolina and out to the Atlantic bcoans 
This writer continued by stating that it was truly a bennti- 
ful region which this river drained, ond was land too fair to es- 
cape the clutches of some greet master river, The Pigeon River of 
Haywood County was not inactive in «a war for more water and a 
greater drainage basing According to Mrs» La Gorce, it pounded its 
way through the Oreat Smoky barricr and on past Truelove Mountain 
into the drainace area around Waynesville, 
Therefare, a mighty river which flowed through Haywood County 
had been destroyed, with the possible oxception of a few small 
streams continuing to follow its course for a pert of their journey. 


Some lawless streams mey yot pay the penalty for their piracy. 


John liver xa Gores, a Rivers and Their Prizes," 
wographic Magazine, L, 1 (July 1926), ppe 95 and 
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Hominy Creek, draining « small portion of Haywood and Buncombe 
Counties, is cating into the soil near Canton while its head is 
less than one mile from the more olevated bed of the plundering 
Pigeons 

| He Cs Wilburn, for several yoars an ongineer for the North 
Carolina Park Commission; related nearly the same story az well as 
maintained that the weatern section of the state had been oxtrenc- 
iy mountainous, inter eroding and wearing down to a plain only a 
fow Inindred fect above sea level. He stated that the Great Gnokics, 
never exceeding 2000 fest above sea level, furnished the divide 
between the waters of the Atlantic and the Mississippi. Hetwoon 
thie mountain rege and the Blue Ridgo, Mr, Yilburn pictured a 
Valley and the mighty river referred to by Hre Im Gerces 

Then, according to Mr, Wilburn, in this stage of geological 
history the castern section of North America made a general up- 
rising, causing the streams to flow mors rapidir, Finally the 
streams in Tonnessee, having lower besins, began to eat their ways 
into the Great Smokies, Some stream reached Big Creek near Yater- 
ville, This stream continued until it reached Canton where the 
mighty river was tapped.” 

We Ce Allen wrote nearly the samo information. He stated 
that the master river started in Virginia, being joined in fester 
North Carolina by another prong.” 

Doctor Eugene Gudger, a native of Haywood County and now con- 


ee ee ee 


®u, Cs Wilburn in on interview with the writer, Waynesville, 
Ne Cop 19564 


: alien, Annals of Haywood, p+l7s 
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nected with the American Museown of Nature] History in New York 
City gave the following in regard to the geological history of 
this section: 
At Waterville there was a dam which also made a great 
lakes, The "bottoms! of Upper Pigeon and Richland creek 

were formod in the bed of a lake which was efterwarda 

Grained by the Pigeon, cutting dom the narrows below 

the Coman place. The Love bottoms around Waynesville 

are the bed of the lake whose dem was at Howoll's mill. 

The Welch bottoms well up toward Balsam Gap are the bed 

of a lnke whose natural dam was inter replaced by an 4 

artificial one where the old Plott mill stood « « » « 

The enastern boundary line of Haywood County as it in kom 
today is sbout fifteen miles west of Asheville, metropolis of 
Western North Carolina, This county is bounded on the east by 
Buncombe and Madison Counties, on the north by the Tennesses state 
line, on the west by Jackson and Swain Counties, end it is bounded 
on the south by Jackson and Trensylvanta Counties, Its casterost 
point, approximately cighty-two degrees and forty-five minutes 
West, extends to a point where Haywood, Transylvania, and Buncombe 
moot near the peak of Big Pisgah Mountains. On the west this 
county reaches the top of Mount Guyot, which is approximately 
cighty-three degroesa and fifteen mimmtes “est. The southermost 
portion of Haywood County, about thirty-five degrees and seventeen 
and one-half minutes North, is found where Jackson and Transyl- 
Vania Counties join near Tennessee Bald, The county goes farther 
north where Madison County and the Tennessee state line mect at 
Haywoot beyond the hendwaters of ColA Spring Creeks 

The outline of the county is extremely irregular, following 


* poctor Eugene Gudger writing to @, Cs» Alien and quoted in the 
latter's Annals of Haywood, De 21. 
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the crests of mountain ridges in its entirety. The southern 

boundary is a mere point near Tennessee Bald. Traveling from here 
along the county line means going towards the north. The entire 
county @ pears to be tilted from the south towards the northwest, 
The longest place from north to south is from the intersection 

of the Haywood-Jackson-Transylvania lines to the place where the 
Haywood-#adison-Tennesscee lines mect on the north, being a journey 
of nearly forty miles. The greatest distance from cast to west is 


’ gome place near a line drawn from Newfound Gap at Canton, by Lake 


Junaluska, to the Swain County line by way of Jonathan Crock, a 
distamee of about twenty-five miles. 

«s Wthin this territory is 546 square miles, or 349,440 acres. 
Here are found some of the highest poaks east of the Rockies. 
Maywood County has mumcrous mountains above five thousand feet in 
elevation, With the exception of Mount Mitchell in Yancey County, 
most of the tallest mountains are in Haywood. 

Towaml the east Newfound Mountains hindered the progress of 
first settlers into this section, On the north the Great Smoky 
vountains shut the county from Temessecs On the west the mighty 
Balsems are encounteredy while on the south the Pisgah peaks com- 
plete the four walls which enclosed this mountainous territory from 
the outside world. The lorest point in the boundary line is at 
Waterville, which is about fifteen hundred feet; second is the 
Newfound Gap near Canton, which is 2650 fects and noxt is Balsam 
Gap which is 3516 fect. 

The following from a recont survey will furnish an accurate 
report on various elevations throughout the county of Haywood: 
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The clovation of the county ranges from about 1,400 
feet above senl level at Waterville, where the Pigeon 
River leaves the county, to 6,636 fect above on the 
gumit of Mounty Guyot. Elevations for some of the 
highest pointe in the southern mrt of Tennensee Bald 
§,622 fects Richland Balsam 6,540 feot, Big Pis 
Mountain 5,749 feet, Cold Mountain 6,000 feet, Lick= 
stone Bald 5,741 fect, Plott Balsam 6,200 fest, end in 
the northern part Crabtree Bald 5,280 fect, Sandymush 
Bald 5,680 feet, and Mount Sterling 5,600 fect. The 

ral elevation of the mountain ranges is 4,000 to 
5,000 fect. The elevation of the valicy country at 

Retreat is 2,800 aye Canton 2,587, Lake Junaluska 

aeeee Waynesville 2 Crabtree 2,482, Cataloochee 
2,500, and at wabebyities in the oxtreme northern part, 

1,400 foots The prevailing slope of the county is 

northward. 

There are numerous peaks not mentioned which tower above 
more famous mountains of northeastern United States. The western, 
northern, enc southern parts of Haywood County are extremely 
mountainous, with some places especially rough, even precipitous. 
A few of the mountains have narrow strips of level land on their 
summit. 

Botween the mountains of this picturesque county there are 
vast mumbors, am as meny varieties, of beautiful valleyse Into 
these the first people ceme and made claima to the fertile soll. 
Today an increased population and changed methods of farming have 
pushed the people up the tributaries of the Pigeon River until 
scarcely any lerge section of the county remains uninhabited, The 
valleys vary in width from a few yards to more than four miles, 
containing level and rolling land which is all suitable for farming 
purposes. 

The drainage system of Naywood County is splendid since its 
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branches reach all parts and send swift atreans dow deep end nar 
row valleys, Even the Pigeon River is swift at ite southern end 
northern ends, This river, at Canton, and Richland Oreck, at 
Hazelwood, are polluted by waste from mille, but all other streems 
of the county are extraordinarily beautiful, 

Pigeon River drains almost the entirety of Haywood County, 

| extending its fingers to Piegeh Mountain where two pronge begin 
the tr journey before uniting at Woodrow, Prom here the river moves 
slightly cast to Canton, turns almost west to reach Clyde, and 
moves northwest to wind to ite esenape at Waterville, The only por- 
tion of the county not drained by this river is a emall ares beyond 
Newfound Gap which sheds its water into the Prench Brosd by way of 
Hominy Creek, 

Richland Creek flows northeast from Balsem Gap through Saunook, 
Hazelwood, and gaynesville before it forma Lake Jimaluska end 
omptios into the Pigeon two miles below, Allen, Plott, and Raccoon 
Creeke are its principal tributaries and enter in the order named, 
Jonathan Creek, having as its main tributaries Homphill and Cove 
Creeks, flows almost directly cast from Soco Gap and the Balsa 
Mountains by Maggie to Dellwood and thenee northeast to enter 
Pigeon River about two miles below the mouth of Cove Creeks 

Beaverdam, Crabtree, and Finos Creeka, the important streams 
_ entering Pigeon River from its eastern bank, enter the main river 
about equal distances apart, The first flows into the Pigeon at 
Canton, the second at Crabtree, andthe third a short distance below 
Hopoo, The headwaters of these creeks are in the Newfound Mountains 
near the Buncoribe and Madison County lines, Other streams flowing 
southwest into Pigeon River are Hurricane, Cold Spring, and 
Groundhog Creeks. 
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In Haywood County today there are to be found three lakes 
worthy of notation, The firat, compounded by a forty~foot dam 
soross Richland Creek, is Lake Junaluska, a recreational and 
religious center of the Southern Methodist Church, The largest 
lake in the county is formed on the Figeon twelve miles up stream 
from Waterville, This dam, of concrete construction 180 fect high 
and ©70 fect long, backs water up stream for a distance of approxi- 
mately eighteen miles, <A small dam has been built recently br the 
Champion Pibre Company of Canton on the West Fork of Pigeon River. 
Lake Logan, as it is called, was bullt for recreational purposes 
and as a reservoir, 

In regard to solls a recent survey of Haywood Gounty gives 
the following: 


The soils of Haywood County are prevailingly brown 
in the surfacs layer and yollow to brown, reddish brown, 
or red in the subsoil, In the wooded areas the upper 
layor, en inch or two thick, is dark brown, owing the 
eccumiation of orgenic matter, and on some of the high 
est mountains the surface material is very dark brown 
to nearly black, The prevailing texture of the strictly 
. gountein soils is mellow mone, Sn8 that of the upland 
 Yalley country a clay loom. bottom-land soils are 
more variable, the textures ranging from fine sandy loan 
to silt los, Host of the mountain soils have angular 
rock fragments on the surface and embedded in the soil 
mass, while on the rough, steep slopes large bowlders 
and outcrops of rock are frequent and the under- 
lying bedrock is usumlly reached at 24 to 36 inches 
below the surfaces The subsoil of most of the mountain 
soils is o friable, crumbly clay loam, while the subsoil 
of the rolling vt y country is a stiff, brittlo red clay. 
The solls of the valley, dithough derived from rocks 
aimilar to those of the mountains, are red in color and 
Seedy. hee 00. ove. avenged atame of mathening oul” 
to a more 3 weathering and 
@ more complete oxidation of the iron-bearing mincrals, 
Although thore are a few rock fragments on the surface 
in pleces and an occasional outcrop of rock, the soils 
are deeply weathored and mature. 


Gsoi2 Survey of Haywood County, North Garolina, ps 222. 
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‘The following teble gives the names ond ectual and relative 
extent of the several soils found in Maywood County: 


Table 3" 

Soil Aores Per cent 
story land .« «4+ «1 « «© 6 # » » © 109,606 S14 
Porters stony of ee a ee 108,160 $1.0 
loam 6 + es ov, +e +e +e 6 oo @ 76,784 22 95 
Geel clay loan *e#¢eee¢e 0 « @ 38,128 Dek 
Congaroe eiit loom «+6 eee ee eee 4,480 ied 
— stony fine sandy loam .« .« «+s 4,160 Le2 
we ae ea ae a ae a ae a 5,136 mS 
- Agho stony iomm s+ 2+ ce eee enese 2,568 e 
Appling loam ss s+ s+ sees eaeeee 1,556 of 
Rock outerop «s+ s+e*ee eee ews e 1,088 Pr) 
Altavista lomma «sss ese eevee se 832 PY 
Total 349,440 100,0 


This survey shows that slmost one-third of Haywood County is 
rough stony land. lHowevor, it does not man useless land since 
the majority of this type is in forestse The rough stony land is 
especially noticeable in the Pigeon valley beyond Catalcoches 
Creek, the drainage area of Big Creek, on the left of Jonathan 
Creek from Dellwood to Soco Gap, and in the Pisgeh Range at the 
headwaters of the Pigeon Hivers This type of land includes that 
which has boulders and frequent outerops of bedrock, showing In 
some places while hidden a fow inches below the surface in others. 

About one-third of the lami is mate of Porters stony lomm, a 
soll consisting of fram one to two inches of dark brown loam, a 
brown mellow loam of from sevon to ten inéghes, and a subsoil of 


78oil Surveys pe2l5. 
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24 
friable clay loam or clay extending twenty-four to thirty inches. _ 

- Mount Sterling, Cataloochee, Teague, Dellwood, Sunburst, and Spr ing- 
- Gale contain the greatest developments of this type of soil. 

Almost one-fifth of the county4s soil is Porters loam, a soil 
Similar to the stony loam except that it has a deeper subsoil and 
| Goes not have so many stones. This type is found in practically all 
parts of the county, but the largest areas are about Pines Creek, 
Gove Creek, Jonathan, Dellwood, north and south of Clyde, north and 
east of Canton, weet of Waynesville, and in some places sround 
Woodrow and Springdale. | 

The most important upleni soll is Ceell clay loam, In the 


forested areas the soil consists of two lnyers}; namely, an upper 
one from one to three inches thick, of lightegrar to light-brom 
or clay loam, and a lower one of reddish<browm to red clay loam 
- eontinuing to the depth of six to seven inchos, In cultivated 
) fields the top soil is a red or reddish-browm clay, having o red, 
stiff clay subsoil to the depth of thirty-six inches or more. The 
largest areas of this soll type are north of Jonathan, north of 
Ironduff, in the vicinity of Waynesville, Lake Junaluska, Clyde, 
and Centon. Other types of soil are not confined to any locality, 
being well scattered over the ontire county. 

Comparatively speaking there are few scres in Haywood County 
that have been wasted br erosion. Nevertheless, there are many 
sections that are unproductive, having had their fertility destroyed 
by the failure of planters to rotate crops. Many acres of uplani’ 
have been matie almost uscless by erosions however, it appears that 
the farmers of the land have recently begun to better appreciate 
the advantages of crop rotation, fertilisation, and sclentific 
terracinge 
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On a whole the climate of Haywood County is excellent, posses- 
ging « veriety which ia neither too hot nor too cold for the comfort 
of the natives, as well as for the comfort and pleamre of numerous 
tourists that visit this section annually. The averarce temperature 
over a thirty-two year period is 5462 degrees Fahrenheit, The 
coldest month was February with 578 degrees, and the hottest was 
Jaly with 70.7 dogrees, The average maximum was 66,2 degrees; the 
average minim was 42.2 degrees. The absolute maxima: of 07 
degrees, recorded over a thirty-one yoar period, was in July, while 
the absolute minism over the same period of minus 12 was recorded 
in Jenuary.° 

Over a thirty-two year record the average date of the lest 
Killing frost in Haywood County was April 253 the average date of 
the first killing frost in autum was Ogtobor 12, ‘The lntest date 
of a killing frost in spring was May 26, while the earliest date 
for a killing frost in the fall was September 22. Beginning in 
1895 and ending in 1950, with eight years omitted, the shortest 
growing senson wes in 1925 with 159 days; the longest was in 1929 
with 201 dayne 

Precipitation records, beginning in 1094 and including 1930, 
showed an average of 45.95 inches, giving the driest year as 1904 
with 26.66 inches, andi 1925 with only 20.98 inehoas Pour other 
yours have moleture recordings within the thirties; all others are 
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Bi amar of woather within this thesis were taken from as 


iG taethor Thbeats, Ms section ferfehing the data given 


herein re located in ®aynesville, which has an olevation of 2, 

feot and which has surrounding mountains of 4,000 to 6,000 fest in 
elevation, Tho records began in the latter part of the past century, 
say abont 1694, and continned to the early ninsteen-thirtics, 
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26 
in the forties or fifties, The wettest year, 1901, had 59.84, 


while 1920 asmmed second position with 97.35 inches. 


Average precipitation for the winter months is a frection over 


_ 401 inches; for spring a little over 4624 inches, for summer 


slightly more than 4.37 inches; and for fall a fraction less then 
269 inches, The wettest month was in March of 1699 with 15,01 
imthhesa, Only six other times in the entire period from 1694 to 
1930 has any one month had as much ae ten inches of moisture. ‘The 
driest month was October of 1904 when less than one one-hundredtha 
fell, and Noverber of 1909 takes second position with one-tenth of 
an inch precipitation, The annual snowfall for this period was 
1245 inches, The monthly average shows February icading with 349 
inches, Jamuary second with 567 inches, and December third with 
1.8 inches. 

The above scientific data showed that there have been no con< 
tinuous years of low or high records. Pive years of records taken 
any place from the beginning to the end will average approximately 
the amm‘al average over the entire period of recordings 

Thus, having a splendid rainfall, « fertile soll, and a mild 
Climate, Haywood County has the requisites conducive to an excellent 
growth of plant and animal life, And this is a land of forests, 
pastures, and fielda, Bs Ws Wells referred to this seetion of the 
atate in the following words: 


Judged by every standard this is the greatest of all 
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yethin the commmity, in its contribution to gardening, 
the great uplend forest of both broad=leaved and coni- 
ferous trees, with ite host of subordinate plants, consti-+- 
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tutes our richest vegetational heritage.” 


Probably the most valuable trese of Haywood County are the 
oaks, the chestnuts, the poplars, the balenms, and the spruces. 
These varietios, with a mixture of others, cover a large per cent 


of this section; and, elthough much lumbering hen been carried on 
in recent years, the county has several hundre: seres covered with. 


Porests, Large areas have been out during the present century, but 


@ Splendid holding soil with an abundant rainfall soon caused «a new 


growth of timber to take the place of the olds Wo part of the 
county, high or low, fails to sbount in some or all of the varietica 


of valueble trecs found in wostern North Carolinn, 


Mr, Wolls, in a recent publieation, furnished a vivid deserip« 
tion of the luxuriant grovth of the larger type flora within this 
region, Ue wrote as follows: 


In the higher mountains above three thousand feet and 
ranging up to five thousand and in places to five thousand 
five hundred fect, wo find the great onkechestmit forents 
The chestrmut, formerly the dominant tree, 1s now disap~ 
pearing under the inalduous atteok of a Pungous parasite, 
bat ite place will be rapidly teken by the oaks and other 

Sees * 

The oormoner onakn are the white, northern red, cheste 
mut, mda blacks In addition to the onks, and ospecially 
abundant on the cool north slopes and in coven, are the 
hemleosk « « « cucumber tree, tulip lar, boech, and 
sugar maple, At higher altitudes, the buckeye, sweet ard 
yollow birch, with beeoh and chestnut in dwarfed form, 26 
occurs. The preat rhododendron . « « 1g Blso common « « « « 


On the. mummit of the highest mountains beoch groves anid 
repressed northern red oak are sometimes founds Also on these — 


%B, W. wells, Tho Natural Gardens of North Carolina, pel57. 
Droids, ppol66-168. 
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places of thirty below sero and only three months of growing season, 


the balsame and spruces are founds, | | 
A picture of the forests of this section would not be complete 

without recognizing the shrubs, ferns, mosses, vines, and flowers 

which live here in riotous profusiong It is a natural growth such 


j aa 4s found within thie county that prompts many newapaper articles. 


Without much offort are foun! words like these: "Vines of many kinds 
and of luxuriant growth add to the beauty of the Great Smoky Moun 
tains National Parks among these are the Virginian Creeper, the 


- Virgin's Borer or Travoler's Joy, the Leather Plower, the Ground 
‘Wat, the Datchmen's Pipe, the Passion Flower or Maypop, the Dodder 


or Love vine, the Hiepid Green Brier, the Wild drape, and the 
Monks-hood "24 
Speaking, of the Park, of sourse, ro ans a reference to parts 
of Haywood County found within that aren and to flora of the same 
type outside, The following is written concerning flora during 
winters “¥resh ond beautiful amid deed, dry grass and leaves glean 
the daisy, thistle, aster, mulleins « . « dandelion, teasel, sheep 
sorrel » « « and many others,"*” 
In desoribing the flora on top of one of Haywood County's 
mountains, Doctor H. Le Bloomquist, of Duke University, montioned 
the spruce, balsam, purple rhododendron, moss, wood fern, red colder 


berry, mountain cranberry, orchids, the mountain ash, md northern 


clintonia, Doctor Bloomquist, probably the leading authority on 


Utne Ashoville Citizon-Timog, September 10, 10534 
Wmne Ashoville Citizen-Times, Fobruary 24, 1922. 
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plant life within Haywood County, stated that he hed found one 
hundred and seventy-five kinds of ferns in the Great Smoky Moun- 
tains, three kinds of rhododendron, and three kinds of azelias.”” 

fmid the abundant growth of flora within Haywood County is 
found a wild life that is both mumerous and interestinge The gray 
and red fox are plentiful, having grown in mmbers diring the last 
fow yeers undor the protection of the national forests and parks, 
These emall enimals are especially appreciated by the numerous fox~ 
hunters who om some of the best foxhounds to be found in the Appala- 
chien regions of the south. ‘The bear is not unusual to Maywood 
County since within its boundary some of these ferocious animals 
are killed cach year, Deer hunting is another favorite sport, and 
a limited supply of deer occupies this county, Rabbit, squirrel, 
 @possum, and quail, besides many other small animals and birds, con- 
plete the families of an abundant wild life found heres 

FPedernl, utrte, and local govermments, through the cooperation 
of citizens, are attempting to increase plant snd enimal life within 
| this region of the state, Game wardens are extremely alert, ani 
the average citizen is beginning to renlize the demape done by 
forest fires ond poor sporteamen,s Tho nationszl park and forest of 
this region have presorved the flora and faune of Haywood County 
for the benefit of the present and following generations, 
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Wagheville Citizen-Times, August 12, 1034, 
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Chapter Iit 
CHEROKEE INDIANS 


The Cherokees possessed more powor and had reached a higher 
Gegroe of civilization than any other American Indians, Their 
possessions oxtonded from the eastern slope of the Blue Ridge Moune 
tains almost to the Missiasippl River and from northern Kentucky to 
central Alabame ami Georgins There were no fixed boundaries, and 
‘the Cherokee warriors hardly had a momentary truce with Indian 
neighbors who claimed valuable hunting ground on overy side. Howe 
ever, thence surrounding enemies, powerful though they were, found 
no wealmess in the Cherokee defense, In fact, by thoir defeat of 
the Crecks and expulsion of the Shawano, the Cherokes tribe made 
good the claim to ali innds from upper Georgia to the Ohio Rivers 
They were the original mountaincosrs from the South holding the 
territory beotwoon th: Mnsljah settloments on the Atlantic Coast end 
| the French ami Spanish possessions along tho Mississippi River and 
the Gulf of Mexico. This holding of the Cherokees contained fifty- 
three thousand square miles, almost half of which was in Tennenseo, 
with a emall pert in Western North Carolina, aml the remainder was 
about equally divide: between Alebama and deorgines 

In this lond of fertile plains and lofty mountains the Cherokee 


_ Indians made their homes, ‘Writers term thie territory the most 


pisturesque east of the Hlasissippie It is a lend of abundant 
_foreats, typical mountain streams, and beautiful flowers ani birds. 
_ The climate is healthful, the winters are mild, In fact, tho terri- 
tery ogoupled by the Cherokee Indians possesses these and other 
characteristics appreciated by the aborigines who wore doeply 


‘ 
y 
. « 
+ y 7 
" 
‘ . 
. 
» 
« 
. : 
4 
ys 
t 
. 


EAC Sy ek eS re in O'S nate 

. t Y au oy 

ae e eit tS 
REY “ute ore 


icone cP aD 


“\elpns 


—— 


, mvt? peoktea Xe 
a nat q 


vis wohedaage 


ap eet 


EE I TES 
ee, arms i Bac 


; oth eh. "be. daae 


4 
* 
~s 
4 


ate ; “ee. ‘ iD 6, ot t 
ee 


y | . 

7 s 
attached to "the land of their forefathers". Love for arcestral 
“homes was strong end sincere, having its roots deop in the past of 
Gomestic and religious institutions, The Cherokees had dwelt long 
in. this section and their legends wore associated with the rocks, 
the treos, the peale, end the strom, 

In this “land of their forefathers" defense was not difficult | 
go long as it was Indian against Indian, but the Cherokeo Matton 
could not long withstand the relentless drive of the pioneers from 
beyond the Atlantic, The first step in the fmeral mrch of the 
_ Cherokees was taken in the middle of the sixteenth century shen 
_ Be Soto passed into land of the "Cheraqui"s Before the end of the 
soventeenth century the ad Joining Snglish colonies began trading 
with the Guerckeea, By granting a small traet of land in 1721 these 
Indians entered into their first treaty with the white men. From 
this time, your after year, unier one pretext or amother, the rod 
| men have beon shorn of the land of thelr ancestors until they have 
‘been confined to a very small reservation in the western part of 
North Carolina, 

After 1785 the national govermment took definite charge of the 
affaires with the Cherokee. During the term of President Jefferson 
congress appropriated fifteen thousand dollars to remove the Chero= 
kees to Louisiana territory, This removal question created a divided 
stand in the Cherokee ranks, Some wished to co; others did note — 
Attention of the reader is directed to a hardy group of men who 
defied all offorte of removal, clinging to their ancestral homes 
and forming in western North Carolina the Cherokee Nation of the 
Baste The condition of the Cherokee when the federal government 
tookdsarge of them in 1705 is well described by Mooney ari Nansey 
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sng preliminary treaty of Faria, Hovembor 50, 1762, 
the | Revolutionary otrugrele for independence was 

ht to a close, and the Cherokees as woll os other 
tribes, seeing the hopelessness of continuing the contest 
@ilone, began to sue for pence, By sevon yonrs of con= 
atent werfare they had beon reduced to the lowest depth 
of misery, almost indeed to the verge of extinction, 
Over end over again their towns had been lnid in ashes 
and their fields wasted. To complete their brimming cup 
of misery the small agein broke out among them in 1783. 
Deprived of the assietance of their former white allies 
they wore left to their own cruel fate, the last feeble 
resistame of the mountain warriors to the advancing tide 
of gettloment come to an ond with the burning of Coweo 
town, ami they way was left open to an arrangmont. 


PIn the same year the North Carolina legislature appointed 
an agent for the Cherolee and madg regulations for the 
| govermment of traders mmong thems“ 

From the first treaty with the federal government until the 
removal « from 1765 to 1058 ~ is another period of wars, ex their 
result, destruction, Not only did the whites, contrary to treaty 
agroement, continue to settle upon their lands, but they slao con- 
tinued to send forces againat the Indians, Those in authority 
among the Cherokees asked for fair treatment from the m tional 
goverment; but still their land holdings continued to decrenane.s 

In the first pence and boundary delimitation treaty botween 
the now government and the Cheroleca, concluded at Hopewell, South 
Carolina, November ©f, 1705, the United States pledged herself to 
protect and favor the Cherokees, The Cherokees promised to set 
free all prisoners, white and black, and the United States agreed 
to sot free all Indian prisoners, New boundaries granted more 


L3ames Mooney, "Myths of the Cherokee" teentl 
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: territory to white settlers in Western North Carolina, tims deprive 
ing the Indians of territory they had been oscupyinge The United 


States definitely withheld protection to any whites who settled on 
Indian territory. The Indians agreed to deliver law violators to 
the United States for punishment while United States lawbreakers 
were to be punishe: in the presence of the Cherokees, The United 
States had sole power over the Indians! trade relations. In case 
the Cherokees becnams cognizant of intended malice to the United 


_ States by other Indians they were to relate the rumors immediately 


to United States officials.® | 

However, this treaty proved unsatisfactory to the Indians and 
the settlers. The former claimed that the whites had failed to 
move from the valleys of the French Brond and Holston Rivers, and 
were, furthermore, oncrosshing farther into Indien territory, The 
whites were dissatisfied because the commissioners hed not claimed 
more land, and also because they believed that the rights of the 
states had been assumed by the federal goverment, 4 sovised 
treaty was concluded July 2, 1791, and proclaimed February 7>5 
2790244 | 

The conference for the second treaty was held at tho bank of 
the Holeton River near the mouth of the Prench Broad, Aside from 
reiterating some former agreements, more land was added to the 
United States’ possessions at the expense of the Cherokees, . The 
Mited States received all or part of sixteen counties in Tennessee, 
together with a portion of North Carolina lying principally vest of 
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of the French Broad River. 
ss $tnee none of the treaties proved satisfactory attempts to re~ 
move the Indians from “the land of their fathers" followed, Nothing 
surpasses the incident in grief and pathos and this constitutes one 
of the saddest stories in the pages of American history. The darke 
| ost blot, according to a late historian, on the escutcheon of 
| American history is tho removal of the Cherokee Indians from their 
ancestral homens ‘The extle of the Apadtens was a pleasure trip in 
comparison to the horrible suffering that the soldiers of General 
Scott pleced upon the red men, their wives, and their children as 
| they wore herded into the stockades in preparation for the long 
trip to the test, Often the Indians would prey, fee! their stock 
and chickens for the last time, and quictly submit to their doom, 
Behind the footsteps of the soldiers followed the whites of noarby 
territory to lay hold on what the Indians left. 

Lamon, in his Letters from the Alleghany Mountains, has this 
to say in regard to Indian removal: 


How reluctant the Indians were to leave this beauti«- 
ful lend may be shown by the faot that a number of women 
Geatroyed themsclven within this very fort rather than 
be driven beyond the eee 4nd a gentleman who 
saw tho Indians, when » tells me thet 
they were notunily driven Doin the road iike a herd of 
wild ond wruly animals, a mmber of thom having been 
shot down in the vieinity of thia places All these things 

may have boen published, but I have never secon thom in 
pes he. ami I now put them in print with the view of sham 
tne out heartless and oruel Goverment for its unnatural 
conduct in times part »« « « « In proof of the opinion 
that they micht have Lived here in honor and comfort, at 
may be mentioned that the few Cherokece who were raitted 
to remmin in Carolina, are now considered tho most polite 
and inoffensive of the entire populations and the United 
States District Attorney reaiding in Cherokee County in» 
forma mo, that of five hundred individuals whom he has 
had to proseoute within the last five years, only one of 
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them was an Indien, and,he was led into his diffieulty 
by a drunken white mane 


We Ce Allen clesrly states the attitude of the Indians in the 
| following remarks: 


; General Winflcold Soott, afterward distinguished in 

4 the Mexican war, wae in cormand of the army end was 
charged with the duty_of transplanting the Indian bends. 
He was very successful in persuading the Indians of 
Northern Georgia and Eastern Tennessce to consent to go 


Ag soon, however, so ho cam into Haywood County he 
struek a different propositions, Tho Indians would not 
Listen to the stion of thoir removal. They loved 
their native hills and would not give them ups They 
therefore, flatly refused to be trensportede cenerad 
Seott then ordered a removal by force; but the indians 


wap soted upon and a reservation of many thousend acres 

of lend wan purchased in the western part of Maywood 

, County, and the “astern Band of the Cherokecs were aettled 

upon at, and are now Living there.® 

j 

The following letter will suffice to show the Indians! atti- 
tude toward removal, ‘This ia probably the work of John Rosa, the 


Nation 


outstanding leader of the Cherolse 


wo, the be gen He med delegation from the Chorokes 
Nation, now on a visit at the seat of Government of the 
United States, on matters of vast wn ort « «+ « humble 


rermrke, which we aro bound « « « to makes ** . 

is with unfeiged regret and pain we discover the sonti~+ 
mente which are expressed by the Governor of Georgia « « 2 « 

We camot but view the design of those letters as an 

attempt, bordering on s hostile disposition towards the 

Che Hation, to arrest from them, by arbitrary moans, 
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their t rights and liberties, the scourity of which is 
guereanteed to thom by these United Statens 
« « thet all the sentiments expressed in relation to 
the disposition and determination of the Nation never 
again to cede another foot of land, are positively the 
production end voice of the Nation « « «+ is expressive 
of the true sentiments of the Nation « « « and thet not 
one word of which has been put into our mo.ath by a white 
mans » « » The Cherokees are informed on the situation 
of the country west of the Mississipp’ river; and there 
is not a spot out of the limits of any of the State or 
Serritorics thereof and within the limite of the United 
States that they would ever consent to inhabit, because 
» ca heve vocelly determined never again to Gud 
the chase, ne heretofore, or to engare in wars, 58 
by the special call of the Govermment. »« « and us a removal 
to the barren waste bordering om the Nocky mountains, where 
water and timber are scarcely to be seen, could be for no 
other object or inducement than to pursue the buffalo, 
and to — war with the unoultivated Indians in that 
hemispheres « « » The Cherokees heve turned thoir stten- 
tion to the pursuits of the civilized mang spriculture 
memufeeturing, end the mechanic arts, anil aducntion, antl 
oll in successful operation in the Yatton at this time; 
and, whilst the Cherokees sre peacefully endeavoring to 
‘enjoy the bleesines of etetiieakinn and Christianity on 
the soil of their richtful inhoritence; and whilst the 
exertions anid lnbors of various religious societies of 
these United Staten successfully engaged in prormigating 
to them the word of truth and lifo « « e er ee See 
with removal and extinction, « « » %© appe 
nanimity of the émertean Congress for Justice, end the 
protection of the rights, liberties, end livos of the 
Cherokee poople, ie claim it from tho United States, by 
the strongest obligation which imposes it upon then « 
treatios; and we expect if from thom under that momorable 
Geclarntion, *theat nll mon are oreated equalj; that they 
are ondowed by their Creator unalienable rights; that 
peed thone are life, liberty, md the pursuit of happi- 


ete therefore, in behalf and under the hiphest 
authority of the * cherokee Nation, have hereunto affixed 
our signatures, at Washington City, this 15th dey of 
April, 182¢.5 


ph Ross 


aoe Ridges x mork 
Eli jah Mieke 


Tetphteenth Congress, Pirst Session, Nos 208, pe502. 
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During the futile attempt of removal Old Charley, also mown 
as Old Man Teali, killed his guards and escaped into the mountaings 
after boing convineed that a truce would be granted his people, the 
| Indian voluntarily gave himself to General Scott, and, before being 
 ghot, is reported to have made the following specoh: 


ged lla, that I am to dict 
ry 


yond 
of Waters, but dic. tn the land of his birth, It is awoot 
to dio in one's own country, and to be buried by the mar~« 
gin of ono's native strom! 


The Cherokees worse not alone in their opposition to removal, 
The whites, and many influential ones, wore not in favor of force 
being used to remove the Indians, Quoting from WW. WW. Stringfield: 


| 
| 
The Feceral authorities (Jackson was President) hesi- 
tated and de ed in the matter, Jackson, no doubt, rorone 
bering the valiant service of these same Chorokecs at the 
‘Horse~shoot, His conscience pricked him sorely, A burn~ 
: ings a a gaa — . eee A 
Demoorate for bogus a whies a 
it = the latter led by Clay, Nebsater, Ryerett, Wise 
Davy Crockett. President Van Buren coming in, was an daa 
to give more timo, but Sovernor Cllmer of deorgia was 
relentless. ‘The Cherokee must goz and the majority ah en LO 
But how? Seventeen Soe gomap were forced to move, two thoue 


Sennen, Ope Gite» PellSe 
9a, W, Stringfield, The North Carolina Cherokee Indions, pel7s 
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But it was written thet the Indians mat go, od as stated 

previously they did move or were moved, That is they all moved 

_ ‘beyond the Father of Watera except there who maintained a hone in 

what wan a part of Maywood County fn testern North Carolinn. 

The Cherokee Indians could not be removed from this sections 
“anyone who thinks ho can find an Indien hiding in the wilds of _ 

Wester North Caroline has not seen the country. He might as wold, 

 gpend his time hunting for the lost tribes of Isracl."2? 

] Ooneral Scott realines the conditions in the mountain fastneses 

so after Old Man Tealt (Charley) had killed some guards, the Senernl 

offered a compromise by which the Chief of tho Cherolioes, Utaeli or 

| Lighen, ami one thourend of hie followers might remain in North 

| Carolina provided Old Men Tenli was delivered, In 1046 their rights 
“gore recognized by treaty, an amunal ollownnee of three dollars and 

twonty cents por capita being allowed, Colonel William M, Thomas 


was Appointed Indian Agent, and he purchased for the Indians Bird} 


_ town, Paint-town, tiolf+town, Yollowehill, ad Big Cove, In theese 
_ the Indfans Lived a oivilinzed life with a constitutional form of 
governnont,"* ‘mus, the Ghorokee Indimna maintained a foothold tn 
Western Morth Carolinny a position they have not lost to the present 
tine. . 
Leneen wrote from Quella Tow, North Carolina, May, 1040, 
thirteen years following the Now Schota Treaty: “Qualia Town is a 
name applied to a tract of seventy-two thousand aeros of land, in 
Haywood County, which is occupled by about eight hundred Cherokee 


uargarct “is Morley, The Carolina Mountains, Peld46 
tin, Ky Boyd, History of North Carolina, Vol. 11, pp.77ff. 
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| "Indians * «e+ Their district 1s mountainous from ono extremity 
to the other, and watered by a number of beautiful streams, which 
" abound in fish} the valleys and slopes are quite fertile, and 

) lower mountains are well ndapted to grazing, md at the seme time 
are heavily timbered and supplied with every varloty of gaw,"2 
Again quoting from Lemmmnn: 


With re to the oxtent of thelr civilisation md 
their existing monner of life, the following may be looked 
gl as a comprehensive summery: About three«fourthe of 

tire population onan read in their own language, and, 
= the majority of them understand ingligh, « very fow 
pert, tanguage, They ge to a considerable 
extent, the mclence of arpriculture, nna have ssp mf such 
Imowle ige of the mechanic arte as answers them for all 
‘omlinary purposes, for they manufacture their own clothing, 
their own ploughs, md othor farming utensils, thoir ow 
G@xea, and even their own guns, Their women are no Clea 
trea aa slaves, but as equals; the mon labor in the 
fields, end their wives are devoted entirely to houschold 
empl te, They keep the same domestic animals thet are 
kept their white neighbors, amd cultivate all the coas:on 
grains of the country, ‘They are probably as temperate as 
any other clese of people on the face of the oarth, honest 
in ‘their buginess Intercourse, moral in thelr thoughta, 
words, ami deeds, ami distinguished for their falthfulnoss 
in performing tho duties of religions. They are chiefly 
Methodists and Baptista, ond have regular ordained ministers, 
who preach to them on every Sabbath, amd they have also 
abendoned many of thoir more senseless superstitionga, They 
have their own courte ond try their oriminals by a Ai wat 
surye Thoir judges and lewyers are chosen mong thene 
sclven, They keep in order the public roads leading 
‘their settlement. By a law of the State they have the bight 
to vote, but seldom exercise that right, as they do not like 
the idea of being identified with any of the political 
partioss, “xeepting on festive days, they dreas after the 
mame: of the white man, but far more picturwaquely. They 
live in eenll lor houses of their own construction, and 
eee toe they neod or desire in the of ° 
gre fact, the happleat community thet I have yot 
mot at witnin this this Southern country, ond no candid man cen 
visit then without being eonvineed of the wickefiness and 
foolishness of that po a of pond R= eginnerged which has 
always caked une te oe t the red man could not 
be educeted Into a Seem a al 
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42 
{ Soon after the Indians received their reservation it was taken 
from Maywood County due to the formation of cther western counticn. 
_ The boundaries of land belonging to the Cherokeos end thot of this 
' eounty join. ‘The reservetion is now included In the counties of 
_ @aokson, Suain,g orl Graham, It appears thet the Indians allowed 
to remain in western North Carolina made considersble progress and 
the race has aterdily improved since that times In 1905 Ws, Ww, 
Stringficl4d wrote the following concerning more recent history of 
the Cherolees: , 
mide tha rot Seen, femion in itn eftirte to treid axl eae 
SE eta N Raining tad undelete Sealy te exter 
sive » shops, gardons, etce, is in full opers- 
tion » +» « » 
Mp, Stringfield continued by saying thet "the Indians are now 
fairly happy ant contented, end with each returning year are better 
able to support themselves" 14 
Writing in 1055 M, Cy Allon neye! “Throughout the period of 
the early settlonent of Haywood County and until the present the 
most friondly relations have exiated betweon the white people and 
the Cherokeos,"25 
Mz, Arthur wrote in 1914: 
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The enrollment in the different schools is an follows: 
Cherokee Indian School (Boarmling) ---~- 175 


So 
Li Stee oe OP en 28 Se 20 


A considerable mmber attend is echool whero the 
Gegree of Indian blood is The non-reservation 
boarding schools provided by the Poderal Government 
also have a motbor of pupils from this resorvation,'26 


Quoting from a report of the Board of Indian Comulssioners 
_ to the Seoretary of the Interior for the year 1927: 


Tho band of Sastern Cherokes Indians reaiding in 
Horth Carolina is now passing through one of the mos 
important periods in its wiique history. The Board 

Comaissionsrs has shown an interest in the 
eff: of these Indians for a meer of yours md 


ae 


ateatus of this or tribe refused to move 
to the West with the reat of the ar ee Fotion in 
ge By the act of Jume 4, 9 Congress authorized 


tp oF tho affaite of the bundy, providing 
ie. enrollment of its members, an tmont of 
the comamity lanis, and the individualization of the 
haga andioadeiger Tepe sptas., 
2 S&S. @ 2 4°95 82 £2 @6=239 82 2 @ 
¢ « » The country "4s heavils woodeds it ia estimated 
that only = per cont of the areca in cleared, The small 
traete of lend available for cultivation ere narrow 


ing TOAUCE » 
The Indian lands of the dig a By wee G5,1G0 across 
The reservation proper, the © Bowxwlery, comprising 
50,618 aorens, is located in Swain end Jackson Countiogees « 
There are about 5 separate ami aanlier tracts santtered 
about the mountains, which have an area of 12,542 acroge 
Some of theso land parcels are as far as SO to 70 miles 

from the headquartore at Cherokee, md, because of the 

lack of sdoquate ronds in the more remote parts of this 
tang crap ery Gee Cet Fay Ww yt 
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Eestern “cherokees "nave always been & solf-support- 


76 3c Preston Artimr, Hestern orth Carolina, a History, 
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ing, independent people, Shen white men first saw -then 
alge cc 2 


* « ® e 
Imiiean still clings to his mountain home. 
His house is a rude, unpainted hut, sometines of log 
eonstructi ene ae with a stone fire= 
pince built one ormls furniture of the home is 
ow igelee @ orude varloty, el of it often being made on 
the premises, A goskstove, a dining bable, saw chairs, 
and a bed or so constibute the family possessions. The 
housewife usually keeps her cabin clsan ami neat, but 
Lees SF She on inca cre not in the best sanitary cone — 


Kany of the Cherokee homes are perched on thie steep 
hillsides overlociing the valleys below, A rude barn 
em a shed or two are to be soen a short distance away. 
= s house there {5 a omall but well-feneed garden, 

fenily obtains ite supply of bems, potatocay 

soe et ami other vegetables, A amall ft eld. of S to & 
cores is planted to corn or other oropse A.reboh of a 
ee coe Set oe roe oo 

The Cherokees farser pow gee several varieties of carn, 
one is used for hominy and several others are ground 
into meal, Corn bread, hominy, beans, ani potatoes are 
important articles of tne imiian dist, Warm femilics 
raise a fow hops « « » » The housewlfo churns tutter, 
cons fruit for winter use, and obtains honey fron hives 
kept near bre Chickens are seen at avers Larcryard, 
9.2 (2 SR FS ee # + © © *& @ ®& * & + @ €@ 

& 300 fonilios ear the major portion of their 
living formings It has boon estimated that there 
are bat yw acres of aprionltural girs. end of 
this aaomt 9 neres aro devoted to gracing. 

Pruit re offers one of the best moans of profit 
among the pavrenartae on “*#e 
* es #@ © © # oO 

oe ‘Besides “faraing the " fend iy adis “to its ingame 
from other sources, The women weave baskets, mako 
porter’ s emi do some dDead works This hamdiorsft brings 


mae cqnerention Skene Sts 70a e » « « Some of the 
mon perform day labor "Tag wee working at the lumbor milis, as 
tion 2 on 


Of this mutbery, 515 wore reported as attending sone. 
sohool « « « e* 


Cv ow Lee TOS te ae a RCN NG Bie iy 
4 ee Me ae AEE hy 
7 sd nah, ne 
Lae 


teedt ene GoM tien ddpsta: th eoheeing | eal Suen > 

intn teem oot ot etane td ade aeeeeemnon ct Dee 

‘eae 

sermell see peor ctl Nb eo hk cg om ieahert wt 'Y 

nor to adatom, del Secmiogny «eer 9 et 
mel? ete a eM es) hath cal eee ee note 

15 2 +4 sym wale Sewer HS " ai) 2D cyt aa Me i] 

sae ve . » 2> Vee ota vie ar oe 

, oe la 

‘ . ‘ ioe Ty Te a i 

7 : . fe fsurte Ted sane? 


¥ 


- 


al 


A» 


j r Dp it nf pe athe! 
; — 
‘} dae 
nh vin 
: $ solid 
: . 0 
‘ ¢ “ ; é 
i yon 
* ava tt 
; R . oy 4 
. 2 a 
fé 9 of ; i 
‘ a * 4 iy ‘ ~ 
‘ ke 
r Y ca init 
4 
“} “ys | | 
' ’ r 4% ay 
q » 5 . ¢ “ d red 
‘ t fy ” y 
. * 7 “" — Ap 
" . 4 
: aa ae ke “ % voy fed 
py Tee Kente “os ae 
fe Pr :. 
, ‘ . r Peas ) 
) ” 2 b 
+ ae 
~) a 
+ Freep 
3 Wage Wher a 
n~ ” NY, 
be teeta 
Vv va aa 
; MK 
of a? 
5 Ar? 
¢ rr} aks tN 
‘ * Y te. \e on 
. ® ° ‘ a. ® ¥v + - 
Hy . i coos, a % net ‘ 
pe 1 ho he ee oe sp wy Mes) » 
¥ d tie. 4a ee t rat ow oifece c 
m i i | ele tne 
, a 
- 7h ie 
ys BT i” ea hi 
yp aim SO OL Ooi 


Re a) Wie wea 
é a BaP alastnigiara ales OM IS & CO 
1 ae ve ee ee ae 
, ODDS) ae sea Dae 
tra tt we 3 ae tht ots 
Hck re beg oe et ae 


ne 


s ae Ko 
5 ee 
ae 
_ 
i] : ied 


40 
The report continues to show that the day for hunting as a 
Livelihood is something of the pasts thet the Indian lives on 
his emall farm much as the white man does and maces his mall 
purchases from the coumtry store. As a rule, according to the 
above report, the Indians are law-abiding ond worthy poople. They 
stay within their own comumities, devoting most of their time to 
@btaining & monger living by farming. The report continues by 
atating thet health conditions are not tho best; thet tuberculosis 
amd other diseases are provalont. 

Pinaliy a report is presonted of the conditions as found aaiong 
the Cherokees in 1955, This report was taken from a local news~ 
paper and written br a person having; personnl contact with the 
Indians. 

Wationel Park, ative color ani raume, ere nore then 

34000 Indicns of the Great Chorokwe Tribes 


*» « 7s e-?e © = & 


The “status of the Chorokes an a nation is somewhat 
anumelous, Their constitution is stiil wire and 
umicr it they have their om la 
courts and penalties, Their criminal Proves Moy are o 
simplified form of common law and thore hes been no 
great need of civil statutes among them since they have 
been without individual property exsopt in their personnal 
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ond some of tho older ones are unable to speak 
ais Two things have been brought down etn lage 
gonerntions with them = their native sport of Indi 
bali which the mon have kept inteot end the woaring of 
ao ornmonts and making of pottery by 


Pair and witness the fall pames’ and see the interest~ 
ang exhibits of basheta, beads and pottery. 

The game of Indian bell has been ovolved into heckey 
by the white man ond is the moet picturesque of sport 
to be seon in Amorien Goday,. It is not only played at 
the sahool, but among the Indians at thoir homes in the 
mountaings The anmial championship among the townships 
ip ono of the most sporting events to see in North Caro- 
Tinas One feature 4s the betting in which the women 
onter with as mich onthusiagm ag the mons, 

« « » Im the Part ther will have a pormanonoy and no 
more wild they be asked to move beyomi 'the Great Pathor 
of Watera't, They are being eneouragod to hold fart to 
their traditions and their relation in the Park will be 
guoh thet it will be an asset to, counted an a member 
of the Great tribe of Cherokeon,. 


The above report, probably written by WN» Ce Allen, is a vory 
accurate secount of conditions in Cherokes life of Sestern North 
Carolina today. It appemrs even at this carly date that plons 
are under way to remove them froma all lmds inside this aren, 

It seems thet the full-blooded Chorolsse looks into the future, 
siphe, ond excleins: “what is the use?" It appears thet the 
Indian of today is melancholy, wnsidering himself a porson of a 
defeated race whose seummorn are declining, oni whose life has 
eeiived ub the ent of the tretis Those who are called Indians | 
may be on the increase, but those who have only the Cherokee blood 


goom to be declining. 
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Some Indians still travel from the reservation to nearby 
towns, walicing one behind the other and umimlly carrying several 
baskets wrapped in a large white cloth, or sheot,. At times they 
will ‘spond the night mong their white frionds, and often the 
Indians stop at the some homes for something to eat. Their work= 
menship, usually consisting solely of baskets, being sold, the 
Indians may mele purchases within the toms before beginning their 
long well: to homes on the reservations 

Chorolee athletes frequently enter into competition with the 
whiten, playing beaeball, baeketbsll, amt football, In this my 
they display average ability and splendid sportemanshin.s 

A Journey into Indian coumtry will soon destroy any romantic 
pioture that the traveler may heve had in regard to the beauty of 
the Ghorokeoa, The men are not handsome and the women are far 
| from bomitiful, The Indien maidens who posed for artists were not 
Gwrolkess of the Taste However, the visitor will etil2 find a 
fiendly people who continue to be skillful with the bow and 
arrow, maintain their Indian dances, ball games; am picturesque= 
ness in dress and home 1ifce 

fo recapitulate: It appears thet white men molested the 
CGheroimes as carly as tho sixteenth centuryy that the Indians of 
Western North Carolina wors, for the most part, confined to lané 
_ west of Asheville as carly as 1701; that they successfully rew 
sisted removnig and thet the most friendly relations have existed 
between these people and the whites, It appears that the majority 
of Cherokees were friendly to the South during the Civil war, 


2x eleventh census shows fourteen surviving Union soldiers 
and : survivors who were in the Confederate service fron 
Western Carolinns 
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_ Ageording to best references it appears that the Cty rokeos of 
| Wootern North Carolina ove their existence as a nation to Colonel 
We Me Thomas of Maywood County, Also, 1t seoms that these people, 
| under the @ireection of the feceral government are gradualiy 

F agowring the ways of white poople, and that they are meking an 

| ordinary livelihood on the reservation, sending ehildren to aghool 
{ to propare them for the ways of modorn life. However, end in 

| soneluston, the future of the Ghorokes Indians inevitably depends 
yon their om atrencths If they aze strong enough to imep step 
with fature progress, thoy will ifive; if not, the red men now 

J diving on a reservation In Western Horth Carolina will pass into 
complete oblivion with other races who could not survive the idle 
ing pace set by the onwurd march of civilisations 
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Chapter IV 
POPULATION OF HAYWOOD COUNTY 


Since records are soarce and mreliable it is very difficult, 
af not imposnaible, to ascertain the racial elements found within 
Haywood County. What the inhabitants report in regard to their 
@neestory cannot be considered too seriously; what their neanes 
tiny imply has very little meaning as they heave been dhanged co 


‘eftem, It is a facts however, that these poople, for the most 
‘part, are native born, being desooendants of ploneers who moved here 


in the early stages of the county's development. 

It appeare that imeiigrente came here by tho way of Piedmont 
North Carolina where a general mixture of people hed net coming in 
from the Eant, North, end South, Campbell has the following to 


| pay in regent to this meting place of carly peopleat 


It will be reeslied thatthe third reservoir, that In 
the Picdmont of the Carolinas, wae fed from a number of 
sources, tho main stream flowing from Pomeylvania. 

the Valley of Virginin, while lesser streans 
tasued from the porta of ChnrLeston arxi “Wllmincton,. The 
ethnic strains in those verfous tides were the seme, 
pave that in the southern ourrente there wns a greater 
repregontation, rolativelr, of Highland Scotch ond French 
Huguenots, The preponderant reces carly on this frontier 
then, were, ag might be oxpeetod, Scoteh=Irish and Gorman, 
ang if tradition and histories] estinates may be trusted, 
here too, the Scotch-Irish were in the ascendancy. There 
4g likelihood, however, that there was a greater admixture 
of races in this than them in the other yopervoirna, In addie 


were scattered settlers among the Carolina foothills, 
dream by the fine pastures, clear atreams, and cooler 
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Climate « « « « Hore as in Pomeyivanta and Virginia the 
frontier settlements wore for some time distinct from the 
older easton sottloments in race, religlon, and democratic 
tendencies. 


Betwoon the first and the begiming of the last quarter of the 
 @ighteenth contury many thousand Germana, Ulater Scotch or Scotch= 
‘Irish, md other immigronts ceme to Philadelphia, a city of a 
 @olony which was fairly woll filled. ‘These people moved on to the 
frontier, end in about three generations, or lens, wore ready to 
push over the Blue Ridge from the foothills of North Carolints 
Bishop Spangenbury wrote in 1755: "after having traversed the 
length ond breadth of North Carolina, we have ascertained that 
towards the western mountains there are plenty of people who have 
Gome from Virginia, Marylend, Permmsylvania, New Jorsey am even 
from New England.” 

_ Referring to the mountain people as sons of Yankee sires, 
Theodore Roosevelt stated that as carly as 1750 three streams of 
white people began converging towards the mountaina, mostly fron 
Philadelphia, with many from Charleston, South Carolinas” "dn 
the 15th.sof Peb. 1751, Gove Johnston wrote to the London Board of 
 ‘frnde that inhabitants wore flocking into North Carolina, mostly 
from Ponneylvania « « « many thousand having arrived, most of whom 
had settled in the vost. . . «"* 


wot C. Campbell, The Southorn Highiender and His Homeland, 
Ppp * 


a ' in Co i ° Carolina 
exes, ae Syagatury Colonial hecomia of North Carolina, 


q emer’ Roosevelt in Colonial Necords of North Carolina, 
. e 


4golontal Records of North Canoling, i111, xxi. 
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In volume eight of Colonial Records the following names appear 
fm Goren history: Herman, Albrights (Albrechts), Holts, Sharps 

. (Schervs), Graven (Greff), Swrwrs, Cobbs (Kaubs), Vobles, Smiths, 
Longs, Hauck, Millers, Crimes (Grimms), Shulers, Thomas, Fishorn, 
Rernhardts, Fetzer, Conrads, Neinhardts, Crys, Fingers, Setrors, 
Swmscrows, Simfords, Robinsons, ami “oldners (Whitner). All of 
these fomily nameer are found tn Haywood County today. 

"So many of the northerners," according to Margaret 8. Morley, 
"ScotcheIrish ari Scotch Hichimders, came to the mountains as to 
give a dominant note to the character of the mounteineers,"© 

A recent publication by We C,. Allen gave a ponenlogical regis- 
ter of sixty, or more, Haywood Comty families, Nr. Allen enid, 
"Im Haywood County, there are about one hundred families whose 
history touches almost every individual whose people have been 
living in the county for not less than fifty years, ‘Tho record 
of these Inmdred families cives a gencoaiocical register that will 
endure, Sixty, or more, of these appear in this volune."© 

In the sixty, or more, familios mentioned above the following 
results are tabulated as sccurately as possible from records given: 
England leads in fesily origins with Mfteon; Seotland is sccond 
with tenj Ireland is mentioned as the origin of four of Haywood's 
leading families; Prance has three; Holland, Germany, and Wales 
have two eachs; and Delgium has ones 

In their sojourn {n other states, Virginia is far in the lend 
with nineteenj Pennsylvania is second with nines; five went first 


“uorley, Tho Sarolina Mountains, pe 140. 
Sari0n, Annals, PelTGe 


* » PR 4 bh rt - eh (i s ae 


to South Carolina; four wont to Georgiag Maryland and Tennessee 

| gave on carly home for two of Haywood County's first families; 
and New Jersoy and Alabama furnished one oaths 

These families scomed to settle in various places in the state 


| _ from the extreme east to the far west before they finally arrived 
| &m Haywood County, Buncombe, with nine feniliesa listed as coming 


| there from some other state, lends the counties as one to send 
| people to Haywood, Four families came by the way of Burke, About 
fourteen other counties are mentioned as being the first place of 
settlement after these families arrived in North Carolinas. Four~ 
teon fanilies are mentioned as settling in olther the castern or 
peidmont section, later coming to the present boundaries of Hay~ 
wood, Three familion failed to give records beyond this county. 
in the seme work by Mr, Allon, undor a chapter entitled 
"Pionesrs tho Laid the Foundations", special mention in given to 
1 eightoon mon, and of this member ten were born in Haywood County, 
| ome each in Burke, Froniiing ond Caldwell Countiony one in Tennes- 
geo, three in Virginia, ani one in Maryland, In the following 
chapter, “Patriots who Assisted in Building the Structure", thire 
teen men are given especial attention, ad in this mumbor six were 
born in Haywood County, one each in Cherokee, Surry, am! Wilkes 
Counties, two in Tennessee, and one each in Mississippi and Toxage’ 
It appears that these records aro sufficient to give somo 
indteation as to the original home of the people of Haywood County. 
However, it must bo kept clearly in mind thet some of this informa- 


Tarten, Annals, ppsl05<165. 
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_ tion is merely from the momories of a few citizens, void of authority, 
and represents a very saaall portion of the inhabitants of Haywood 
County. 

It appears todey, however, that the English are in the majority, 
the Scotch-Irish second, with the Germans third, ani the French a 
poor fourth, Also it seems evident that the original settlers of 
_ Haywood County have tended to remain in this locality. The families 
who first obtained land grants are still remembered by numerous 
_ people of the same name in the county, Mrs W» De Smith, Comty 
Parm Agont, estimated that ninoty percent of the land was possessed 
by the fomilies of the original owmmneras Campbell made o study of 
forty-four different nemes which appeared on an old land grant of 
1796, Some of the land called for is in this county, ani thirty- 
four of the names appearing upon the grant are of Javes lemi-hold- 
ing femilies still located here »© 

It is evident that the population of this county, for the most 
part, is native born, Their amestory is not clear to the historian, 
but it in plain that these people are fmericans, They may not be 
_ the Highlanders of Scotland transplanted; neither may they be so 
pure in their fmglo-Saxon bloody but, rather, as it appears, there 
ie a mixture, a blend of many, making up o people more influenced 
by environment than racial stocks 


In a charactor study of the mountaineers it 2tgt be kept 
clearly in mind that there are many types of people in each sections - 


Haywood County has four amall towns, Canton is the second town 


Scampbell, Ope Olte, Dei. 
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in size in North Carolina west of the Blue Ridges Too, Waynesville, 
Clyde, and Hanelwood ench has ita town goverment, its light and 
water departments, sari itn woll paved strects, Lake imaluske is 
_ the home of several retired Mothodist preachers and the sumer hone 
of outstanding men in cdiurch affairs, Pesides it must be clear to 
the mind of the reader that along the splendid roads of the county 
live some of the most prominent farmers of the state, Here aro to 
be found some of tho most outstanding, ns woll as the most prosperous, 
families of the county. Of course all are mountaineers, but not of 
the log-ecabin type which have so often been characterized in print. 
| On the other hand, judging from readings ani observations, few, 
if any, falechooda have been told concerning the momtaineorss 
Palse impressions have been create:: due to a wealmess of the rend- 
ing public who would have the ‘est filled with cowboys and the 
mounteine filled with moonshiners, Take for example Campbell's 
chapter on "The Rural Highlander at Nome" with his yard bare of 
grags, & snow-ball ond rosy~tuah, a branch used eas a highway, tho 
boy as the favored lord, the woman's place to be in the homo, a 
ohfld "whuped" or “wore out with a hickory", the young man roclnd 
after taking his girl home, a boy being stabbed for courting the 
wrong girl, an illogitimate child living with the fathor'n family, 
gleds, oxen, @orn-shuckings, fiddlers, md feuds. All of these 
‘things may be readily found within the boundaries of Haywood County, 
together with othor characteristics of the mountaine and mountaineers 
mado so Sonne by the popular writer, 

John Fiske said, "In its carly days North Carolina was simply 
a portion of Virginia's frontier; ami to this wild frontier the 
shiftiess poople who could not make a place for thomeclves in 
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Virginia sooloty, including many of the ‘mean Whites', flocked in 
‘lerge nunbers,"9 : 


 RPiske continued by saying thet a olasa of poor people cane 


@leng with those who fle! to eseapo the ponalty of the law. Howe 
“ever, according to the sane writer, the mountainoor ts distinguished 
more for shiftlessness than for eriminality. Put it eamot be 
 @laimed that the backwardness of the mountaineers 1s due ontirely 
to heredity sinco isolation will account for almost any extent of 


ignorance ond backwardness, Purthermore it is not true, according 

to some authoritics, that the highlanders are componed entirely of this 
shiftless group of poople,. In regard to this matter Campbell has 

the following to say: 

In view, then, of all the various movements through the 
mountains, end of tho fact that the secessible valley 
regions were carly occupied, it scems reasonable to sup= 

se thet somo journeying through the mountains in the 
nter migrations, prose) by many routes and trails into 
the lesa acoeasiblo valleys of the mountaineridge sections 
That. there should be mon of inferior stamina and ability 
them would seem inevitable; but it cen by no means 


be 21 that as a whole the later sotisers wore inferlor. 
+» « « All classes wore in motion « «+» « 


Algeo there are many people within Haywood County who are 
native-born inhabitants of urban or valley residence ani they do 
not regard thomselves as mountain people. Of course they are not 


of the “poor mountain type" struggling for a bare existence without 
training ani a cortain amount of culture; nevertheless, the citi- 


genes of Haywood County are primarily mountaineers, possessing the 


good and poor traits which characterize these peoples 


MJohn Fiske, Old Virginia and Her Neighbors, II, Sil. 
1Ocampbell, Ope Gites pPelDe 
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‘The inhabitants of this county are above all olse hospitable. 
They welcome the opportunity to favor strangors provided the visi«- 
f tors’ intontions are believed to be goods Generally speaking these 
people are proud and independent citisens, They are a sport~loving 
q people an evidenced by their mumcrous dances, fox recess, ond large 
' crowds nt all sporting ovents, 
John M,. Holtsworth, writing in 1935, meade the following obsorva« 
tion in regeari to the mountainn and the momtaincers 
* cm yd know little enough shout those mountains 
exoopt that they covered a vast tract of wilderness 
country and that they wore famous for hidden moonshine 
stills, bloody feuds and a proud people, composed almost 
exeluaivoly of descemiants of the ploneer aettlor of 
this country « »« « « They wels us with the goneral 
hospitality of the mountaineer’. 
In spesking of Western North Carolina, 3. Hy Hobbes made the 
following etatoment: 
This region is cheracterized by strong fanily tien, 


formerly evidenced by family feuds which have practically 
Gisappeared., Thére is much cove kinship, due to isola- 


"One of the pleamres of being in North Carolina mountel ne 
is the presence of the simple aml kindly people scattered every 
where over them « « « « Shut up within the barriers of the moune 


Ujonn My Holteworth, Ashoville Citizen-Times, Fobruary 17,1935, 
125, He Hobbs, Jr., North Carolina Reonomte and Social, peSs 
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taing ani isolated from contact with the rest of the world, the 
mountain whites, like people enst upon an island fin mid«ocean, Inve 
developed customs and a dialect of their oun," nocording to 
Margoret Morloy. 

It appears that citizons of Maywood County ave unduly conserva- 
tive, extremely sensitive, ond lnelking in initiatives None of the 
mumerous factories are eontwolled by natives. Only one of the half}- 
dozen important school positions is held br an educator born In 
Maywood. Hany leading doctora, merchants, dentists, miniaters, and 
lawyers came here from other counties and other states. In most 
eases the limbering industry and the field of trensportation have 
been filled by outsiders. Natives of Haywood have no interest in 
recreational centers; ecauparatively few are outstanding in the 
field of arriculture; and the only cresmery in the county was 
 pegently opened and operated by those not native to this seotions 
Recent new comers to this seetion from other parts of the United 
States have begun to develop orchards, mining interests, clectrical 
energy, highveys, railroad beds, hotels, caups, md institutions 
of higher learning. 

On the other hand, in orier not to be misleading, natives of 
"Haywood County have made outstanding records In various fields of 
emicavor outside of this county, Some have led prominent lives 
within the state; others have made enviable records in other staten; 
while a fow have become nationally famouse 

Parthermore it is evident that the native-bom of Haywood are 
beginning to sce the opportunity which has been end still is theirs 


— Biupriey, ops cites pe 3086 
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| Splendid ronde now ribbon the county, tranepdbation and comnnten- 
tion have boen improved, md oc ucational feellitica have increased 
rapidly, It may be thet these factors will place Haywood County's 
horizon beyond her sermnbadin ponks, Vinttors will come and go, and 


some day they may leave the mountain people quite as uninteresting 


a6 other mons 


The following table, taken for the mont part from the United 


q States Consus, will show interesting feetea in regerd to the popes 


lation of this mountain county. 
Table BR. 


Yoar™* white Total mites Yree Total Proe Slave Total 
for State Colored Colored for Slee for 
State Stato 


Table 3 
Population of Haywood. County? 


Yoar thites Colored Total 
1090 120: S17 13346 
1900 ! Gls 16214 
1910 ee 21020 


Buncsonibe 


Moe cirat date shows Burke, the accond It ,onithe . 
third and following Haywood, the Satter county not (Conte on pe 59) 
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Table 4 
Cenaus of Towns in Haywood County 


omen gO 244 S44 5635 458 
flazel --- cose owe 428 
Cant “—- 236 250 1503 2504 5117 


The first consus following the War Betwoon the States shows 
thet Haywood County hed 79004 natives with 6920 of this mmber born 
in the state. Sixty were born in Virginia ond “est Virginia; 581 
were born in South Carolina; 220 in Tennessee; and seventy-four 
in Georgia. Of the seventeen foreign born one was from British 
america; fifteen from Irelends md one fron Preanoos In the sane 
yoar the State of North Carolina had over three thousand foreign 
borris Sixty years later, or in 1950, there were only sevonty~ 
five foreign born in this county. Of this number twolve wore from 
Englands eleven from Scotland; one from Northern Irelend; two 
from the Irish Free State; one from Norway; five from Sweden; 
one from the Netherlands; and one from France, Six come from 
Germany; ono from Foland; two from Austrie; five from Russia; 
one from Lithuania; soven from Greece; three from Italy; nine 
from Canada; and seven from other countries, In the seme year the | 


Moone, from pe 59,-«being formod until 1808, A sharp do- 
cline, os in 1860, may incidate that a county had been cut from 
Taywood » 


_ 18yy the total population peg ag tee of the years 1 
were taken from Re De ve Connor's A ge ot North lee ys * 3015, 
All others are from the United States 


167, 1800 Canton was know ae Pigeon River Villacc. 
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total native white with foreign or mixed parentage was one hundred 
and fifty-two, with tho proportion from foreign countries practie 
eally the came as the sbove. 

| In regard to occupations the census of 10910, or two years 
after Haywood County was formed, showed only 594 people engaged in 
agriculturo, nine in commerce, md fifteon in manufscturing, 
‘the other hand the 1930 census showed 5117 urbans, 13775 as living 
ain rural sections but not farming, while 11,301 gained their liveli-~ 
hood from the soil, 

In 1860 there were 315 slaves in Heywood County. of this 
mumber 176 wore under twenty years of age, while four wore between 
seventy and eichty years of ages In the same yoar Halifax County 
with a white population of only 6641 had 2452 free colored as com 
pared with fourteen in Haywood County, anid 10,349 slaves ss compared 
with the small mumbor in this mountain section. Buncombe, an ad- 
Joining county, hed 111 free colore! and 1955 slaves, Other nearby 
counties had an equal mnount of slaves in proportion to their white 
‘populations. The fourteen free solored and eighty-four of the 
Slaves were mulatto. 

In conclusion it should be clearly understood that all native 
born are mountaineers just as all native born of the castern part 
of North Caroline may be called low landerss Purthermore there is 
a a@ifference between these people fust as there is a difference 
between the ensterner and those citizens residing in the cert ral 
part of the state, There in also within this county, just as in 
any other, a variety of peoples On an extreme is found those far 
away from what is thought of as the typical mountaincer, ani on 
the other extremc is that typical mountaineer, Generally speaking 
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the first group 1s found within the toms enddiong the main- 
traveled reeds. The other group is found within the least secessible 
“eoves and along the mountain sides, Of course within these extremes 
te an average citizenship which occupies perta of all sections of » 

| Haywood County. 
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Chapter V 
HAYWOOD COUNTY BEFORE 1861 


For the most part the colonial history of Haywood County 

_ Genters around the Cherokee Indians, It ts possible that a few 

_ trappers and traders had met tho red men in this territory prior to 

_ the revolutionary periods howover, no settlement wns made until 
2765, and few settlers had moved into this locality before the begin- 
ning of the nineteonth century. These pioncers made claims to the 
land, clears the forests, ani plante< crops to make the omoers geclf- 
sustaining. They were frontiersmen in a land where each family 
found it necessary to produce ite own needs. Around the log cabin, 
corn, wheat, potatoes, ani othor important crops were produced 
within riclds protected by high rail fences from wandering enttle 
and hoga., Agriculture was the’ only industry of importance; com~ 
merce was unimowny and mamfacturing was limite. to those nesessitics 
produced around the femily fireside. The home was the school and 
the church, where ehildren learned from experience more than they 
learned from the teachings of their parents. All in all the home 
was @ self-centered institution, isoleted by inmmernble berrtera, 
where the father ruled as a patriarch over his domain, 

Valueble lends had been purchased before the formation of 
Yaywood County. [ecords from other counties will attest to this 
statoment, and the following taken from records in the register of 
deeds office in Waynesville will show how carly lands were secured: 
“that Ha" in SonaBaaretion’s ss oan Sf ten fount For 
every hundred acres horeby granted paid into our treasury 
by Thomas Homphill and Jas MeDowel have given and ted 


ard these present do give and grant unto the said 
tha Hemphit2 and Jam, MeDowel a tract of land containe 
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ing six hundred and forty acres lying and being in our 
county of Burke on Jonnathens Creek waters of big Pigeon 
bounded by land bel to John and Charles lieDowel 

« « « together with all woods waters minos mincrals « » « 
and paying to us such suns of yearly or otherwise 

as our General. Assembly from tine time may dosire 

*-_ ees @ 

This land grant was signed by Governor Alexander Martin at 
Hewberns In 1808 the same records show land being sold on Jonathan 
Greck in Buncombe County for thirty-five dollars per hundred acres. 
In 1817 one-half acre of land along the square in Yaynesville sold 
for eighty-four dollars and cighty-six contse” 

Por the most part these newly acquired lands were to be used 


for farming purposes with the surrounding territory used as om 


' Open range for the grazing of enttle ond hogs. The settlers were 


farmers who had come here to catablish permanent homes, They were 
farmers then end their posterity have remained the sane until the 
present day. Crude methods were used, no scientific farming was 
employed, and new lands were cleared as needed for an increased 


population or to take the place of that which had lost its fertility. 


Prom county records it is possible to glean fragments of 
Haywood County's economic life during the early years of its 
existence, In 1610 the main items at public sales wore saddles, 
lead, cotton cards, steel, and flinte In 1017 a sale recorded in 
the office of the register of deeds shows cows selling for ten 


@ollars onach, end horses for less than fifty dollars enh.” 


Lorrie of the Register of Deods, Waynosville, Ne Ce, Book Ae, 
Dede 
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7 Charles “eae an early traveler in Yestern North Carolina, 
rae an agcount of this county prior to the Civil War in the 
folowing worls ; 


Generally speaking, the soll of this county oe renews 
- ylolding the dest of corn, potatoes, and rye 

em average quality of wheat, on seer of the 4 late frosts 
In some of the more extensive valleys, the apple and the 
peach arrive at perfection; and wh 4 the former are 
mamifactured into cider, out of the latter the mountaineers 
mals 4° very pelatable brandy. Tho principal revenue of the 

9 » however, is derived from the business of raising 
eat les which is preoticed to considerable extent, The 
mountain ranees afford an sbundance of the sweetest grazing 
food, and all that the farmer hsa to do in the autwm is 
to hunt up his stock, which have now become exsessively | 4 
faty and drive them to the Charleston or Baltimore markets 


With the splendid aoil to which the writer refers in the 
above, and with other natural resources so favorable to the devolop- 
ment of agriculture, on increasing population of Haywood County 
prospored on their farms. Oradually, farming sections built their 
communities, and, in this county, towne have been built to serve 
thorte ! 

In the year 1050, according to census reports, farm products 
of Haywood County had reached an important position. There were 
ger thirty-five thousand agres of improved farm land, while the 
unimproved equaled over three hundred and fifty thousand acrea, 

In the name report the following essential facts are given: 


| 
: 
: 


Value of farms $459,457; value of farm tools $450,166; 
tmmumber of horsos 1835; assen and miles 237; milch cars 
2,051; working oxen 168; othor cattle ¢,7103 sheep 
6,166; swine 16,410; value of Livestock $195,190; value 
of onimals slaughtered 957,955. 
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Wheat 12,704 busheles; rye 6,151 tushels}; Indian corn 
cence bushels; oats 40,005 bushels; tobneco 8550 pounds; 
o€ 14,324 pounds; poas and beans 1,657 bushels; Irish 

potatoes 4,554 bushels; sweet potatoes 9,465 bushels 

buckwheat 1,190 bushels; value of orchard products ©7350. 
Butter 55,405 pounds; cheese 115 pounds; hay 558 tons; 

Glover seed 2 bushels; other mn aceds 168 bushels; 

flax 5,944 3 flaxsecd bushels; maple eo ten 

pouaees molesses one gallon; heeswax and honey 2, 

pounds. 


In 1660 there was twice as moh tobacco produced as in the 
| erop ten years previous, while the production of wheat had ine 
croased three-fold. On the eve of the Civil War the value of 
livestock had reached over two hundred and forty-eight thousand 
dollera ss the value of orchard products reached ©19,777, or more 
then twenty-five times the value reported in the year 1850, Over 
thirteen thousand gallons of molasses wore produced in 1860 as 
compared to the one gelion produced ten years previously. Ginned 
cotton, not mentioned in 1950, had reached a production of 452 
bales of four hundred pounds each,® 

In 1860 there were twenty-seven farms having orer three and 
under ten acres of land, the same number had over ten and less then 
twonty acres, while 159 farms had over twenty and less than fitty 
acres, One humdred and twenty-two farms had over fifty and less 
than one hundred acres and one hundred and five farms had over 
one hundred end less than five mmdred ncres, There was only one 
farm larger than five hundred acres, A farm was reported in the 
one thousand end over classe’ ‘The average farm of Haywood County 


Sunited States Consus, 1050. 
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in 1860 was smmller then that of some other sections of the state. 
Ten yoars previously within the small villages end on these farms 
there were 1210 dwellings, housing 1,137 fantliee.® on the ove 
of the struggle between the North and South the assessed value of 
real estate wap $789,686, while the personal estates wore valued 
at a little over one million dollars, sccording to the census of 
that years 

Into Haywood County's farming system prior to 1860 a few 
Slaves found their way. However, it mmst be remombere, that this 
was still a frontier section in many respects, and thus it was 
not @ place adapted to the rapid growth of slavery. Js Se Bassett 
gaid thet it was noticeable that slavery, evon in the days of the 
greatest excitement over the slave question, was of a milder type 
in the western counties.” It does appear, however, that the cotton 
belt was advancing toward the mountains, am! some cotton was already 
being produced in Haywood County, Also it seems that section 
would prove a splendid breeding place for negroes to be sold to 
the castern and picdmont sections of the states, %, Ese Boyd 
clearly shows that the institution of slavery was gradually shift- 
ing toward the wost; in 1790 no western counties had a preponder= 
anee of slaves; yot in 1860 there was a majority of slaves in 
four western countiess.*° rt appears that negroes came to this 


 eteeeenemesnensel 


Su. Ss Consus, 1850. 
°3, Se Bassett, Slavery in the State of North Carolina, pe Ss 
104, K,. Boyd, History of North Carolina, Il, 204. 
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gounty in the carly stages of ite development. In 1014 there was 
j listed “one negro girl named Tiidy aged six years for the sum of 
one hundred and seventy-five do! Lars” ,** Slaves are mentioned 
oocasionally in these records until emancipation, In 1625, for 
example, one negro ani child sold for $678, ani about the some 
year a wench and child brought 6210, In 1626 a twenty-four years 
of age malo was listed at $500. However, it te the 315 sleves 
in Haywood County in 1860 to which attention ia directed. 

The following teble shows the number of sleves various 
Haywood County ovmers poasensed,*” 


Table & 

Mumber of ownore of slaves 3 Number of slavea owned 
19 2 
42 2 

7 5 
4 4 
4 5 
2 G 
2 7 
2 6 
4 9 
3 LO“ 15 
2 1520 
2 2050 
i 50~'70 


Thus sizty-three slavcholdera owned the 513 slaves within 
Heywood County in 1860, On an average they owned leas than five 
and far under the state average of slightly leas than ten slaves. 
AID ‘dountiog had Slaves, watauga, with 104 slaves and thirty-one 


Uorrice of the Register of Deods, Waynesville, MsCs,Book Aypst05~ 
united States Consus, 1660. 
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plaveholders, had the fowest; while Granville, with 12,006 slaves 
and 2,006 owners, hed the greatest mumber of slaves of any county 
within this state. 

Of course tho slaves played a minor role in the history of 
Maywood County as far as labor is concerned. In fect there were 
so few of thom that they did not influence the political or social 
history of this section. It appears that these slaves were well 
treated, being in close contact with their owners at all tines 
@uring tho working periods, The slaves of the mountains were the 
happiest and the most independent portion of the population, 
agcording to Charles Larsan, a traveler and writer of this section 
in the late forties.” The same writer continues by anying that 
the slaves have comfortable homes, plonty of clothing and food, 
ana free access to the Sunday schools and churches. In most cases, 
according to the best oral information, masters went to the fields 
with their slaves, shared with them thetr food, ant wrked with 
them in making their elothing., Some of the negroes ate in the 
master's house and lived in nearby cabins. Many of them lived 
in the homes of the ownerse With their other privileges the 
negroes of this county were permitted to visit from one farn to 
anothers, It doos not seem that harsher laws were uecd as they 
appeared from time to time throughout the other seotions of the 


The above facta coinside with atatements made in a letter 
from the son of one of Haywood County's averaze slaveholders,. Hoe 
further stated, "Father did not hire his negroes out but got some 
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White lebor to work with them to produce our prineipal erops of 
_ Gorn, wheat, and rye, The money crop was not tobacco, but enttle, 
horses, mules, jacks, hogs, and sheeps Too, wo sold flour and 
bacon, it was the duty of the slaves to aid in caring for these 
products of the farm,"24 

if interviews and letters can be used as reliable information, 
it appears thet the slaves of Haywood County wore exceptionally 
well treated in all respects, These slaves, for the most part wore 
either bred here or brought in from Virginia, and were of much 
value to their owners either as aids in the master's home or in 
his fields. They did all types of work; some were trained; some 
were note Although the slaves never ate with the whites, many of 
them ate within the same house, If only one or two slaves were 
owned they usually selpt in the home of their master. Some owmers 
provided log shacks where the slaves ate and slept, It appears 
thet punishment was seldom needed, but on certain occasions withes 
were applicd. Zlaves attended the white men's churches, being 
allowed to sit on the bask rows to hear sermons dolivered by | 
white preachers. None of the slaves attended schools but some 
isarnec to read end writes, Several married on their master's farnj 
others found their wives on nearby property, being allowed nights 
for visiting, usually on weokecnds. Negroes soon left the farming 
sections of Haywood County as soon as they wore granted freecom, 
However, some of the children cried when taken avay, md some old 
slaves remained to serve their former owners and to be buried in 


Mecorge Garrett, Letter to the writer from Waynesville, 
Me Coy Inuly 1985, 
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the white men's graveyard. 

It 18 impossible to furnish an accurate catimete of the 
valuo of manufactured products in Haywood County prior to the 
struggle between the North and Souths Practically every fanily 
made things required within each homo, As previously stated the 
farmers of this locality were solf-sustainings, fach hewed the 
logs for his homey split boards to cover it, sawed rough planks 
for ita floor, made leathor or iron hinges for its door, placed 
slide windows or planks at conveniont places, and made the wooden 
or motal nails to fasten all into a complete house, These moun- 
taincers became ingenious in the making of the neoossary equipment 
used in the production of farm products, They were blackemiths, 
making the majority of their farm tools, They were tanners, make 
ing their lenther from the hides of their oattle, They were 
tailors, making thoir clothing from the wool of thoir sheep, The 
pioneers made the water wheels for tholr grist mills, yokes for 

their oxen, ami rails for their fences, Very few "store-bought" 
articles made their way into the homes of the carly mountaineers 
of Haywood County. 4n outstanding trait of these carly people waa 
a wonderful ability to menufscture necessiticas, Even at the 
present time the people of Haywood County have numerous hono-nade 
artieles within thoir homes and on the farms, This is one of the 


 tradte whieh remains to aid in malcing the people of this section 


pioturesques 
In 1650 tho value of home manufactures was @50,027,7° of 
course this meager sum does not include the numerous items which 


lSunited States Consus, 1250. 
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would be #0 difficult, 1f not impossible, to record. This report 


, probably referred to the clothing made within the homes, ani other 


items placed on the market. It could not tnelude the value of 


manufactured rails cach former usei to protest his crops from the 


open range} it could not include sled runners hown from the sour- 
wood treen; and this report probably failed to place the proper 
value on the gourds found at the majority of the county's apring~ 
Hhousese 

In the census of 1860 only two industries were shown in Hay~ 
wood County. Those wore milla for the production of flour and 
meal and the typical mountain sawmilla, In the year prior to the 
Civil war Ur re | were four flour end meal establishments with a 
capital of 87,250, using raw material valued at 62,940, hiring 
five male helpers at a cost of 6960 for each years The value of 
the products produced by the four mille was $5,890. The three 
sewailis hod 2 capital value of 71,400, used [900 worth of raw 
material, employed two male helpers at « cost of °576, md pro 
duced $1,520 worth of finished products each years 

In tho same yoar Buncombe, an adjoining county, had forty 
establishments, paid over twenty thousand dollara for labor, and 
produced products with an amual value of more than one hundred 
end forty thousand dollars, Cherokeo, another weatern county, 
produced goods with a value more than three times greater then 
those of Haywood; and Macon, a noarby county, manufactured articles 
worth more than eight times those of Haywood County, It appears 


that the latter county was truly a seetion of farmers, interested 


in mamufecturing only as it served their private noeds. 
An industry which is considered one of Haywood County's most 
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Amportant even at the present time took roots here before the 
‘beginning of the War Betweon the States, Tourists began to come 
to this section so early that the county was not ready for ther. 

_ Writing in a Cherleston, South Carolina, p@er in 1851, a visitor 
_ gave the following recommendations in order for Waynesville to 
become a tourist center: 


Cn the completion of the Greenville Rail Road, and the 
Asheville Plank road, what is to become of the increased 
influx of visitora. « « « Let a lerge Hotel be built at 
Waynesville « « gg at, gen py gt 7p nll 
interest » »« «+ « The straggling hamlet would become a 
thriving town, the dense forests be converted into culti- 
vated farms, and the mountains would echo the chiming of 
the Sabbath *pell, while crowds of industrious and 
people would be seon wending their way to the villace 
church with heaven=pointed spire. Truly, he who takes 
the first stops towards these impr omente heesanen be termed 
a benefactor to his county « « » « 

Probably the completion of roads to Haywood County would have 
advanced the tourist industry more than the orection of a hotel. 
It seems cvident that a leck of transportation facilities, more 
than any other cause, hindgred devolopment of all industries, and 
continued to reterd the progress of Yestern North Carolina until 
recent years, Transportation was confined to horse-drawn vehicles 
over narrow ronds, aggravated from time to time by the mixture of 
@ heavy rainfall with a clay soil so prevalent in this county. It 
Was necessary for the first settlers to journey over these poor 
roads to Charleston, South Carolina, in order to trade their proe 
duce for necessitice not present in the mountainous section. Hven 


as late as 1646 the merchants of Asheville appealed through adver=- 


261, 3. Ps» The Courier, Charleatony Se Ce» October 28, 1851. 
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“tisemente to people of thie locality to purchase goods from then 
_Pather than make the long trip as they had herotofore been doing 
to patronize the Charleston and Augusta nearketss?” 
| The market at Charleston had been important to Western North 
Carolina even before the Revolutionary period. It was a long and 
G@ifficult journcy; nevertheless, it was necessary for the pioneers 
of Haywood County to take their wagons there for a fow necessities 
_ which could not be produced in their newly sequired territory. 
Later the markets moved nearer home, Greenville became the last 
market in South Carolina to which residents of this section drove 
their teams of horses for finished products in the distent market. 
Until comparatively recent years the roads end modes of trans- 
portation were very crudé¢e Thore was no improved surface on the | 
' highways; no bridges spanned the riverse lEvon the ancient modes 
of transportation could not be used for a part of the yonr, Wagons, 
sleds, and even the pack-horse could not cross some streams during 
heavy reins, end the travel by wagon was impossible for many weeks 
throughout the year, With conditions like these remaining in 
Haywood County more than a hundred yoars after its organization 
there is no surprise to find that little procress was made, ca- 
géolally in the manufacturing and tourist industries, There was, 
however, in 1830 a stage which made a round-trip once a week that 
left Asheville by Turkey Creek to Waynesville, to Pranklin, and 
to Clayton, Georgia, a distance of ninety-cight milers?® tis 
appears to have been the only public service from the county of 


| Highland Messonner, VI,-33,- > Asheville, Ne Co, 


Bre western Carolinians Ashoville, Ne Ce, August 17, 1830. 
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Haywood to any points outside, It 1s very doubtful, with roads 

ag they wore then, if this means of transportation eould have been 
very Gependable,. Anyway the pionecors of this section were not 
interested in leaving. They could somi once each year to the 
markets to obtain a few necessities, It is doubtful if trans- 
portation proved mch worry to the farmers of Haywood County before 
the Civil War. 

Thus, hindered by the absence of transportation facilities, 
it is not likely that Haywood County played more than a minor 
part in any affairs of the state or nations. The only reminiers 
of the Revolutionary War ere graves of ten soldiers, roputed to 
have been in the struggle for Independence, end a marker to their 
memory which is locate: on the court house lew in Waynosville, 
The only part taken by this county in the war of 1812 was the 
enlistment of approximately one hundred and fifty men who wore 
never called for services. The Mexican War was just as far removed 
from the mountains of ®estern North Carolina and as remote from 
the minds of its ottizens.*® 

In the political ficlds Haywood County was more active. It 
appears that able mon wore representing this county in the halls 

Of the state assembly. From 1609 until 1635, the year of the 
‘state constitutional convention, there were cighty-one seats to 
be filled from Haywood County. Only twenty-one men were elected 
to fill these places, showing an average length of about four 
terms for each office holder. From 1856 through 1860 there were 


Wr ence taken from the marker mentioned above may be found 
in We Os Allen's Annals Of URes Comes a8 well as in the 
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twenty-six seats to be filled in the general assembly. Mine men 
performed this service, with spproximately three terms for each. 
No definite information ts available; however, it 1s assumed 
that the majority of these mon wore Whigs, fighting for paneran 
improvements and equality of representation in North Coroling. 

before the struggle between the states there were few ques 
tions to cause ea division in county and state politics. Accord- 
ing to leading political figures within the county today the shig 
party dominated affaires heres. Before 1860 influential leaders 
were developed within each comamity who had boen able to mold 
the policies of thoir localities. Tho Hast Pork and Cecil sece- 
tions had leaders who were and remained non»secessionallista. 
Clyde and Canton, too, had leaders supporting the same belief, 
For many years following the Civil War these districts wore in the 
folds of the Republican Party, and at the present some of their 
ableet leaders are of that party. It appears that the determining 
factor which affiliated many citizens with a party was not a dife~ 
ference in political thought, but, rather, 1t was an unequal 
balance of power in party leadership. 

It ie difficult to determine what influence economics had 
on the politics of a mountain county. Madison County is a Republie 
ean stronghold while Haywood Oounty ie just as strong with men~ 
bers of the Democratic Party. ‘There is hardly a nogro in the 
former, several in the latter, The first has fewer factories than 
the second county, The difference is probably due to strong party 
leadership at some particular period in each county's history, 
The same situation, proviously mentioned, is present within 
Haywood County, Ceoll Township, certainly not a manufacturing 
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section, is filled with natives who are outspoken in their trust 
in the Republican Party. On the other hand Canton with a domi- 
nating Republican majority in the beginning is now in the Demo- 
cratic colum. In recent years it has become one of the largest 
manufacturing centers of the state and the home of many families 
moving in from the northern section of the United States. With 
so many cross sections in the political life of aie county today 
it is very difficult, 1f not impossible, to ascertain the true 
political history here before the War Between the States. , 

In the early days of its history tne western part of the 

state wished a change in the manner in which representatives were 
selected. There was a demand that representation should be based 
} on population rather than divisions of the state. As early as 
1790 the west urged reform.”° In 1822 the west, seeing that 
the east would do nothing, decided to hold a convention to bring 
their proposition before the people. Very little was accomplished 
because these people could not agree on whether or not slaves 
should be counted in the population. However in 1855 the Whig 
Party gained control and demanded reform. The people were given 
the privilege of a convention. The policies of the western 
oo, demanded internal improvements, education, general pro- 
gress in the development of the resources of the State, and 
encouragement of immigration. Haywood County voted 474 for the 
Convention and thirty-three against it. This county favored 


amendments submitted by the convention by a vote of 4p4to eight. 


20yorth Carolina State Records, xxi, p. 1052. 
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_ In 1856 Hugh L. White, the Whig candidate for President, re- 
Tieetved 136 votes, while Martin Van Buren, the Democratic santiante, 
received 205 votes in Haywood County. However from the election 
of 1840 through that of 1860 the Whig candidate for President was 
given the majority of votes here. To the amendment abolishing 
Slavery Haywood County gave 261 votes in its favor compared with 
eighteen against it. The vote on the amendment forbidding seces- 
Sion was 245 for and eighteen 7gainst. In general the political 
ship of Haywood County sailed a steady and direct course. There 
was little deviation in the strength of any party. The voters 
appeared to be very conservative, seldom breaking the bonds of 
their party's policies. 

The educational history of Haywood County prior to the Civil 
War is similar to thet of other counties of the state during the 
same period. From the first settlement in 1785 until 1839 there 
was nothing even resembling free education. There were, ena’ 
private schools. supported by Sutton fees. The Green Hill Academy 
was chartered in 1809, and ran almost continuously until the 
opening of the War Between the States.“+ Other schools prior to 
1861 included a classical school at Waynesville, taught by James 
H. Norwood, Locust Field Academy, Bethel Academy, Hickory Grove 
Academy, and many smaller schools widely scattered throughout the 
county. 

In 1839 Haywood County was one that took advantage of the 
Literary Fund, whereby local taxes would secure twenty dollars to 
be matched by forty dollars from the state treasury. The amount 


2lyrien, Annals, pe 210. 
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received by each county varied from about two hundred and fifty 
dollars to $800. In 1841 Haywood County received from the Literary 
Fund $346.35. By 1850 there were forty-three public schools con- 
ducted by the same number of teachers, having 824 pupils, with an 
income for these schools of $762. During the same year there were 
two academies with three teachers and seventy-five ahaa: having 
an income of $195. The Sunday School owned the only library in 
the county at that time. It consisted of eight hundred volumes.?? 
The register of a common school in district thirty-nine, 
“a August 1, 1859, shows that the alphabet, spelling, 
reading, writing, and grammar were taught. Mr. G. H. Nelson, the 
teacher, apparently not well educated, received fifteen dollars 
each month for his two and one-half months of service. Besides 
the above branches taught there were places on the student's record 
to place grades in arithmetic, geography, general progress, eonduct, 
and punishment. The mtrons of this typical school of Haywood 
County prior to the Civil War consisted of five farmers, one miller, 
one blacksmith, md two widows. Mr. Nelson opened his school by 
reading his rules and giving a short address to his scholars. On 
August seventeenth his school was visited by a committeeman who 
remained several hours inspecting the resister and hearing the 
pupils recite.© 
Meager physical equipment and numerous unqualified teachers 


22 The information above of 1850 was taken from the census 
of the United States of that year. 


25 te register mentioned above is in the possession of Mrs. 
Je Le Queen, Waynesvilie, N. C. 


Wao: a 


i) Da ee 


ot} vit Rovihoes vine Lorwet DME wk owe 


Ye bewthoant oft dared Gert Rene 


“oS: es a offi rirttevdiret otse open? O88L ei 


es” tht as ete or “ . 5° ISG Ome 


a fourtoa @ 


, Dod fo omelg: an ane 
they. Sosa Te aatade 
5% “20 AO lePocn “is ME et ¢weete Gono lei eee 
: 20 2. poets 
a ie bs 
; r 


79 


testify to the fact that Haywood County was poorly developed in 
education history prior to the Civil War, Teachers were paid 
approximately fifteen to twenty-five dollars a month to teach 
sixty to one hundred days of school. This work was usually per- 
formed under the most trying conditions, with poorly trained 
instructors, inadequate buildings, and unsatisfactory transporta- 
tion facilities as the chief contributing causes. Haywood County 
awaited a much later day to even begin a modern educational pro- 
gram. In fact, at the present time there are children in sections 
of the county whose training is stilllimited by meager educational 
facilities, Today, however, the county is moving rapidly forward 
to an educational development undreamed of by the pioneers of 
1860. 

Early churches had an important part in the educational pro- 
gram of Haywood County. Buildings established primarily for re- 
ligiocus purposes were frequently used to house the teachers and 
their pupils during the etitire school term. Before 1860 the 
Methodists and Baptists were the only religious units in this 
county. It seems that the pioneers were a religious group and 
established ¢hurches even in the smaller communities. There were 
far more churches than school houses, due to the mountaineer's 
individualism and lack of cooperation. 

According to the national census of 1850 Haywood County had 
sixteen Methodist churches, able to accommodate 3,325, and valued 
at $3,025. In the same year the Baptist denomination possessed 
ten churches, with a seating capacity of 2,650, and valued at 
$2,175. In this census a variety of religious denominations are 
listed; however, only the Methodist and Baptist are shown from 
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Haywood County. Ten years later, that is in 1860, census reports . 


show seven fewer elmreches with accommodations for almost two © 
thousand more people, and having an aggregate value of $7,000. 

Even before the formation of the county in 1808 these churches 
had made their appearance. At the opening of the nineteenth 
century the Baptist began in the present town of Canton with the 
Locust Field Church, About the same time the Methodists had their 
first worship in a room of the Jacob Shook house where the tow of 
Clyde now stands, The settlement at Crabtree constituted a Baptist 
church in 1814, the First Baptist was constituted at Canton in 
1820, at Waynesville three years later, and the Bethel community 
constituted its church in 1845.84 In the meantime the members 
of the Methodist faith had not been idle. | They, too, had organized 
churches in these commmities and were wn et in the religious 
history of Haywood County. i 

These and other churels s orgenized before 1860 formed the 
basis of a marvelous religious development. Camp srounds were 
established where the people remained for days to hear the preach- 
ing of the gospel. Circuit riders, quarterly conferences, and 
baptizings pleyed their import roles. The churches served as a 


community center around which much social life developed. 


24mnis information on the organization of the Baptist Churches 
wes secured from a summary table of a Baptist publication on the © 
Haywood Association, Waynesville, North Carolina, August 24, 1933. 
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Chapter V 
THROUGH THE CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION 


A study of records appears to indicate that Haywood County 
was not well versed in the art of carrying on war. It seems that - 
her citizens were more titerested in the pursuit of peace prior 
to the actual corflict of 1861-65. A marker on the corner of 
the court house iawn furnishes the names of ten Revolutionary 
“soldiers buried in this county. A roster of soldiers from North 
Carolina in the American Revolution, which gives the names of 
soldiers receiving pensions, the year they began receiving them, 
the rank of the soldier, and other related information, practically 
completes what is known in regard to this section's first soldiers. 
This roster shows the pensions beginning in 1831, having ten men 
listed, including only the name of Sargent Robert Love and Private 
Jacob Shook to coincide with the names on the local marker, Even 
though ten Revolutionary soldiers are buried here, it is evident 
that the few citizens who may have been within Haywood County 
' during the colonial struggle were not interested in the ways of 
ware 

Professor W. C. Allen said, "Very little concerning the part 
taken by Haywood County in the War of 1812 and the Mexican War 


ean be found. Practically the veteran of the Revolution was also 


the veteran of 1812", One hundred and forty-five men were called 


Revolution, p.e4d6« 
2u, C. Allen, Annals, pe 64. 
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: into service for the War of 1812 but were never placed on duty. 
“Not a soldier of this county received any experiences in the Mexi- 
j can Wer. Thus Haywood County's background of war was indeed 
limited when her citizens decided to send no troops to President 
‘Lincoln's aid. 
: There is no doubt that the citizens of Western North Carolina 
7 were diametrically opposed to the idea that a section of the nation 
had the privilege of withdrawal. There is no reason to believe 
that Haywood County supported any other than the Union emse. If 
slaves were the issus, this section of the state had little interest 
since out of a population in 1860 of 5,474 only sixty-three persons 
owned the 313 slaves within this county. Other economic questions 
would appear to be of as little interest to an isolated section 
forced to solve its own problems. It appears that the mountaineer, 
as a general rule, was opposed to the use of slaves to do the work 
for which the white man received no paye Union sentiment was strong 
in Western North Carolina before Lincoln called for troaps, and 
remained present, although not to so great an extent, throughout 
the entire four years of the war. 

In a sketch of the twenty-fifth regiment an anonymous writer 
© dented, "With the exception of a part of Company G the regiment 
was composed of mountain men west of the ridge. ... There were 
“but few slave owners in the regiment, ninety percent of the men 
“were farmers and farmers' sons, full eighty percent home owners, or 
the sons of farmers who owned their farms .... The majority of 
the men gemponine the regiment had been Union men until after 


President Lincoln's Proclamation. « « Abs 


5 Waynesville Courier, Waynesville, N. Ce, February 26, 1897. 
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Colonel George W. Kirk, the soldier who led raids into 
Haywood County, was a deserter from the Confederate cause and had 
a group of followers composed of men from Western North Carolina 
and the eastern part of Tennessee. A letter written by Lieutenant 
Parker in the North Carolina Standard of March 5, 1862, stated 
that Western North Carolina was in danger since Federals had plan- 
ned an attack on Asheville. When this was done, he continued, 
fifteen or twenty thousand in that county would flock to Lincoln, 
as many were constantly doing at that time. 

In a letter from Morganton, August 29, 1863, supposed to have 
been written by V. C. Barringer, the following is recorded: 

I mow not how it is elsewhere, but this part of the 
State is in a deplorable condition--on every edge, indeed, 
of civil strife and butchery. The mountains are full of 
deserters, who are banded together and emboldened by a 
disloyal public opinion, which is daily finding expression 
in popular assemblages and otherwise. All persons are 
beginning to feel that sense of insecurity which is at 
once the cause and the effect of intermal ccumotion, md 
presages a speedy appeal to arms unless arrested. . The 
root of the whole is a deadly hostility to our cause of 
Govermment . . « s 
It appears evident that within Haywood County there were 
plenty of citizens who did not show any particular interest in 
the cause of the Confederacy. It seems that several people pre=- 
ferred the Union but were pulled into the conflict by forces over 
which they had no control. Conversation upon this subject with 
those living through the conflict is filled with references to 
deserters and to those who were bitterly opposed to secession 


before Lincoln called for troops. 


» 4Smith, Mary Shannon, Union Sentiment in North Carolina 
poring the Civil War, in Procsedings of the Sixteenth Annual 
Or the State Literary and 


| storical Association of 
North Carolina, Bulletin No. 20. 
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Nevertheless, when President Lincoln asked North Carolina to 


send troops to suppress the rebellion, public sentiment in this 
county made an almost complete reverse. Even though there were 
deserters and some strong anti-secessionists, Haywood County sent 
her share of soldiers to the front lines of the Confederate army. 
So many left their homes that food had to be sent here for their 
families. According to a newspaper account, so great was the 
response of Haywood men to the call of President Davis that not 
enough were left to support the women and children.® 

if repetition of names may be discounted, one thousand and 
sixty-two soldiers were enlisted from Haywood County for the War 
Between the States, according to Moore roster of troops furnished 
the Confederacy. In transfers from one company to another it is 
possible that several men are listed more than one time. Professor 
We. C. Allen gives the number from Haywood County as about twelve 
hundred. 

Moore's roster indicates that fewer than seventy-five men of 
Haywood County lost their lives in the War Between the States. 
Only thirteen of these were killed in action. Fifty-five died of 
disease while in service, one was killed by accident, and three 
died of wounds received in action. In the four years of conflict, 
according to the same authority, fifty-one soldiers were wounded 


and four were taken as prisoners. The service of local troops is 
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“North Carolina Standard, November 6, 1861, and November 19,1862. 
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| shown by the extent of sections in which deaths occurred; eeniity, 
Seven Pines, Fredericksburg, Malvern Hill, Sharpsburg, Petersburg, 
Winchester, Neer Richmond, Farmville, Wilson, South Carolina, 
Gaines' Mill, Chicamauga, Dalton, (Georgia), Loudon, (Tennessee), 
and Warm Springs. 
More of Haywood County's soldiers enlisted in 1862 than in 
any other year. Almost as many had enlisted the previous year. 
Others, but few in contrast to the first two years, were enlisted 
in '65 and '64. These soldiers were enrolled in the eighth, 
_ sixteenth, twenty-fifty, twenty-ninth, thirty-ninth, sixty-second, 
lsixty-ninth, and seventieth regiments. The highest ranking officer 
_ from this county was Colonel R. Gs A. love. There were approxi- 
mately sixty other commissioned officers. 

Of course no battles occurred in Haywood County; however, 
Colonel Kirk and Colonel Bartlett did bring several Federal sol- 
Giers into this county, causing a few scattered shots to be fired 
and a combatant on each side to be killed. This trouble resulted 
after Lee and Johnston had surrendered. A truce was quickly drawn 
whereby the Federals agreed to leave Haywood County and the Con- 
federates disbanded to their respective homes. A marker recently 
erected on the Sulphur Spring's gpounds states that on that place 
the last shot of the Civil War in North Carolina was fired. 

All activity did not cease in Haywood County during the 
period of war. For the most part the struggle was far removed 
from the coves and hamlets of this section. Agriculture progressed, 
some schools continued to train the youth in the ways of peace, 
churches were still open, and the few men left probably lost no 
opportunity to discuss the political difficulties of the nation. 


a yet Tema ivextmooo wditoeh daddy of aole » al oaaliet iy 
ta oie CARER a | ery ua . ye! ut PR hd 3 et hae <RAD ha oie: eS] phon. . 
‘ay f £ bapeerc ed. Eurovrato £5) _ 


: rere ojLst | @yaemeoky Se 
wy 


Adowwortinel) <0! (al |) meer 


’ 
qa 3 
¢ Ee Qari i ‘ e , 
mf eee) ? ? 7 
t 
a> " e . . ® ? 
: : 
* — “I 
& 
LE aN 4°) a. 
Sa potta te ose te 
‘ 1 noteaigl Sim 
5 ‘4 
: vign nienehed 


Reser 
plod? od bekesdo zie 
‘ z CawlO ait To. Som bi 

> oct bib iaheame 
ee ae | now 4 
0) oF @Lamaat bere Ais 
4 ya e J vA ad tenn By a 


ent Jeo Yel som wet oct Dee galege hive eae 


Suptéen at? Yo cols tnetVEy fools} Leg a ne 


ee eS - S  S 
an 
4 
te 
3 
p 
6 
Pe 


a 
2 
- 


—_ . 5. 


86 
The majority of families seemed to produce enough to serve their 
wants, while others were cared for by local and state governments. 
it appears that the population of Western North Carolina had enough 
to entice raiders into this section. The following letter, dated 
1865, will give a fair indication of the conditions within Haywood 
County during the War Between the States. 
Money is plentiful. Property of all kinds up to 

fabulous prices. Cows $100 ... horses $200-800. 

Corn $5; wheat $6. Other things even beyond this. 

Times are hard yet I am confident no person in Haywood 

County will suffer for provision. Our county has placed 

#8000 in the hends of a suitable agent whose business 

it is to see that no soldier's wife or family shall 

suffer. And better still, our county is resolved that 

if the time require it more money shall be forthcoming. 

High prices are the necessary consequence of an abun- 

dance of money. Gold or silver to an amount equal to 

our present paper currency would not in the least change 

present prices. I think it is highly probably that 

there will be more grain grown in Haywood this year than 

ever before. i know of no land lying out for the want 

of hands to work it--many of the noble women are fully 

_ e 3 > 

It is evident that all phases of activities in Haywood 
County were hindered by the conflict which was in progress. 
Either directly or indirectly the War Between the States retarded 
the development of natural resources within this county. Never- 
theless, as above stated, economic conditions were only slightly 
altered during the four years of struggle, and, as far as the 
_eounty could control affairs, it appears possible thet some phases 
of the agricultural program recorded development. Other activities, 


although not moving as rapidly as they could have under normal 


Stetter from Pink Welch, dated 1863, in the possession of 
Mrse T. Lenoir Gwyn, Waynesville, North Carolina. 
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“eonditions, tended to show some improvement. Follwoing the Civil 
War, Haywood County continued to move forward in all phases of her 
- economic, political, and social life. 

"The evil . . » of reconstruction, carpet-bag government, and 
negro domination . .. were not felt to any great extent in the 
mountains; for no matter which politcal party triumphed at the 
pells, the government machinery was still in the hands of the home 
people and not aliens,” according to Professor Allen.’ No better 
_ proof of the county's progress could be shown than by a comparison 
of the census reports. In the year 1870 Haywood County had more 
than two thousand acres of improved land over the amount own by 
the previous census. The county had more horses, nearly a thousand 
more milch cows, a few thousand more pounds of tobacco, and an 
increase in the value of animals slaughtered of more than twenty-= 
five thousand dollars, besides increases in numerous other pro- 
ducts from the census of 1860 to that of 1870. The same years 
show, among other things, an increase in: the value of all livestock, 
an increase in mules and asses, working oxen, sheep, wheat, rye, 
wool, peas and beans, wine, butter, sorghum, beeswax, and honey. 
These products were raised on 1,083 farms, with almost four-fifths 
of them under fifty acres in size.” 

Manufacturing was still confined to a few flour, meal, md 
- lumber mills during the days of the war and reconstruction. [Even 
at this, however, the value of manufactured products increased 


almost five-fold in the ten years following the Civil War. The 


Tallen, Annals, pe 100. 
Sunited States Census, 1870. . 
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88 
value of home manufactured goods continued to hold an important 
position in the indistrial life of Haywood County, A large portion 
of clothing, besides numerous other items that were essential in 
the homes and on the farms of this mountain area, was made within 
the homes. 

All industries were seriously handicapped by the lack of 
transportation facilities, As yet no railroad was nearer than 
Greenville, South Carolina, and stage coaches were unreliable, 

Mail was uncertain, and freight service was almost unknowm, Until 
late in the nineteenth century wagons were the only means whereby 
the mountaineers could exchange their produce with traders of pied- 
mont North Carolina. The first wagoners had to go far into South 
Carolina to sell their apples and meat in order to purchase salt, 
sugar, elothing and other needed commodities, The following letter 
will furnish some idea of the lack of commercial advantages in 
Haywood County prior to the coming of the Western Carolina Railroad 
in 1882. 


"You asked me to describe one of my early trips to a nearby 
market. I will tell you about a trip from Tuscola (now Lake 
Junaluska) to Newberry, S. C.«, in December 1875." 


I used two 2-horse wagons. I drove the front wagon 
and Adam Babb (colored) dré@ve the second. I drove a ~ 
team of three horses and Bab drove a team of two mules, 
On this trip we traveled about one hundred and forty 
miles each way. it took us ten days each way to make 
the trip. We stopped off two days in Greenville, which 
is eighty-five miles from home. 

I carried applies on the going trip and returned with 
salt, leather, end sugar. The return load was picked 
up at Greenville, the nearest railroad point at that 
time. I carried sixty bushels of apples on the going 
trip and sold them for one dollar and fifty cents per 
bushel. i bought salt at one dollar per dag of a hundred 
pounds. 

The roads were bad to Greenville. They were narrow 
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with deep holes and very muddy. Sometimes the axles 
would drags Part of the time the weather was fair, 
but we had some rain, sleet, and snow. 

We took enough meat for the round trip and other 
articles of food for part of the trip. We could find 
places that were fairly convenient in order to buy the 
other things we needed. 

Our wagons were covered and used at night for 
sleeping quarters. We traveled about ten hours daily. 
The wagons had feed troughs attached to the rear of 
the beds and the horses and mmles were hitched with 
halters at night to the rear of the wagons. 

I traveled some sections where the houses would be 
one to three miles apart. I made a trip every year for 
about fifteen years. Some of these trips were only to 
Greenville as this was the first railroad pointe 
took apples, flour, bacon, dried fruit, and eggs most 
of the time. I sold these products and bought sugar, 
coffee, salt, nails, leather, md other necessary articles. 
I also bought goods for merchants in Clyde and Waynes- 
ville and charged them one dollar transportation charges 
for each hundred pounds .? 


New roads were gradully being built as settlers developed 
various sections of the county. However, these roads were only 


graded, having no top surface to protect them in order that they 


be passable during the wet seasons. All modern means of transporta- 


tion awaited a later day in the history of Haywood County. 

This county had in 1870 an assessed value of real cstate of 
$438.760, and a personal estate of $365,432. The true valuation 
or this real and personal estate was listed at $1,608,384, The 
state tax was $7,452, with a county tax of $3,375. The public 
debt for which bonds were issued was $350, and all other debts 
were shown as $3,000.7° 

Politically the county played no large part in state affairs. 
The representative of Haywood County, W. G. B. Garrett, aided in 


re-writing the state constitution. In 1871 Waynesville became 


q A portion of letter from W. T. Reeves, Lake eres 
Ne Ce, to the writer at Durham, 1931. 
10 ynitea States Census, 1870. 
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30 
the first incorporated town of the county. The period of recon- 
struction tended to cement the Democratic Party, since there 
were some phases of military rule present within this locality, 
Waynesville became a stronghold of this political organization and 
has remained the s until today. 

In 1868 Haywood County gave the Democratic nominee, Horatio 
Seymour, 660 votes, while U. &. Grant received 412. In the fol- 
lowing national election the county gave Horace Greeley 668 votes 
as compared with 341 for U. S. Grant. In 1876 Haywood reached 
& mew place in vote casting, placing 1010 for Democratic Tilden 
while giving 427 votes to Rutherford B. Hayes. tt 

Educationally the county continued to advance even during 
the difficult times of Civil War and reconstruction. During this 
period scattered schools remained open, including several of the 
academies. Richland Institute, at the present Lake Junaluska, 
was chartered in 1861. Other schools of this type were operating 
in various sections of Haywood County. In 1861 Mr. I. M. White 
taught a small school containing about sixteen pupils of the Dell- 
wood section, The school continued for two and one-half months, 
the same period as taught before the struggle between the states. 
Mr. White taught the three R's and spelling. In 1865 Miss Julia 
Wright taught the same school at eleven dollars a month. .She had 
only half as many pupils as the previous teacher, with her students 
ranging in age from seven to fourteen years of age. Ten years 
later the school taught by Miss Wright paid the instructor twenty- 


seven dollars for teaching forty-two pupils Webster's Spelling 


lly, s. Census, 1870,1980. 
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91 
‘Book; MeGuffey's Third Roader, and Davies’ arithmeties These 
students were from six to twenty years of age, with many more 
boys then girls, If spelling and sentence construction are suf- 
ficient criteria, the teachers were very poorly prepared to pro= 
perly instruct the students.22 However, schools of this type kept 
the torch of education burning, preparing the way for future develop=- 
_ Im the moantime religious development had been going forward 
very steadily, Upon the foundation, placed here in the beginning 
of the county's history by Bishop FPrancis Asbury and Humphrey 
Posey, the Methodists end Baptists continued to build their re- 
ligious structures. in 1870 the Baptist association had twelve or-= 
_ gemizations, the Methodist sixteen, end the Episcopalian end Pres= 
_ byterian ons cach. Their total of twenty-cight buildings; with 
 @ value of $9,725, and a seating eapseity of 5)350,)" indicates 
an improvement over previous yearss Churches continued to have 
en important part in each cormmmity toward the advancement of Hay-= 
wood County. 


| 7 12Information from school register in possession of Mrs. Mary 
_ Noland Queen, Waynesville, ER. Ce 


i3y. S. Census, 1870. 
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Chapter VII 
HAYWOOD COUNTY FROM 1876 


The most important event within Haywood County during the 
latter years of the nineteenth century was the coming of the 
Western North Carolina Railroad. On January 28, 1882 the Western 
North Carolina Railroad was completed from Greensboro to Pigeon 
“River, the pesent town of Canton, Haywood County, North Carolina.+ 
Balsam Gap, on the opposite side of this mountsinous county, was 
erossed in 1883,° and Haywood County was vwiveted with steel and 
ties to the here-to-fore outside world. Within a short time the 
road was completed to Murphy in the extreme western part of North 
Carolina. The railroad served not only as a means over which com- 
merce could flow into this area, but also as a route whereby the 
produce of the mountain people could reach the market. And more 
important, the new railroad brought visitors who taught and learned, 
and it took away the natives to the culture of far away cities. 
It was the burst of an outside world upon the fastness of a moun= 
tainous land. 

‘Mr. A. Ew. Ward, in darge of one of three camps of prisoners 
used to work on the railroad, related the following storys 

In 1882 all forces were consecrated on the line 

towards the west. Three camps, with about one hundred 
and twenty-five convicts in each, were in this county. 


Besides the convicts, Mre Ae B. Fortune had a camp in 
the bottom at the old Brindle place just below the R. N. 


Ly, P. Artimr, Western North Carolina, A History, p. 479. 


2a, E. Ward, in an interview with the writer, Lake Junaluska, 
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Barber orchard at Saunook. Mr. Fortune hired 'free 

labor! to complete two miles of railroad. Mr. Fagg 

used the same type of laborer to dig the large cut 

at Canton and construct some miles beyond. This labor 

was paid one dollar a day and constituted the only 'free 

labor' to serve on the construction of the railroad 

throngh Haywood County. 

Je M, McMurry had a camp in the flat near the high 
tressel east of Canton. A Mr. Jones had one about one=- 

half mile east of Clyde, and I had a camp on the Kindred 

Reeves farm at Lake Jumaluska. Each of these camps con- 

tained one hundred and twenty-five men, about thirty- 

three per cent of which were colored. These convicts 

not only did the excavation work but they also did the — 

laying of steel and the making of culverts and tressels.° 

The building of this raiiroad ended sectional strive which 
had been rampant for a decade. Western newspapers had clamored 
for its completion. "The people of the west have got nothing," 
stated an editorial in the Asheville News of February 24, 1859. 
The writer continued:"We have not doubt the people of the west 
will readily embrace this tender of dissolution of every tie that 
binds us together as one people . .. ." The Franklin Observer 
and The Orator, two North Carolina newspapers of the same time, 
were just as outspoken in demanding a railroad for the western 
part of North Carolina. Thus this road was not only of economic 
significance but it also occupied a political position of foremost 
rank. 

Suffice it to say that for some reason or reasons the Western 
North Carolina Railroad was chartered in 1848 and on July llth, ~ 
1851, the ceremony of breaking ground was performed at Greensboro. 
Of course the work was discontinued during and a few years follow- 


ing the War Between the States. After a few changes of ownership 


= 


Sa. E. Ward in an interview with the writer, Lake Junaluska, 
North Carolina, May 1955. 
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of the line the state decided to take charge and did so by the 
following act: 


‘The General Assembly of North Carolina do enact, 
That the North Carolina Railroad Company, a corpora- 
tion chartered by the General Assembly, session one 
‘thousand eight hundred and forty-eight and one thousand 
eight hundred and forty-nine, is hereby suthorized to 
construct end make, or to purchase, hold and complete 
the construction of a railway from Salisbury. to or 
near the line of division between this state and 
Tehnessee line in the county of Cherokee. 

That sdid North Carolina Railroed Company may pur= 
chase the Western North Carolina Railroad. « « « 

That immediately after the sale of the first bonds, 
the said North Carolina Railroad Company shall com=- 
mence work on the railroad . . « and continue the work 
without intermission until the road is completed « « -» 
from a point near Asheville to the Gennessee or Georgia 
line, in Cherokee County.4 


However, within a short time, the state became afraid of 
‘their investment and decided to sell. The road was practically 
completed to Asheville in 1880 when Governor Jarvis called a 
special session of the legislature for the purpose of considering 
the sale of the state's railroad. We J. Best, Je Ne. Tappan, W. R. 
Grace, and Js De Fish had proposed to buy the road and finish it 
to the Tennessee line. Im an address delivered by Governor Jar- 
wis to the assembly he said: 


The Western North Carolina Rsilroad belongs to the 
people of North Carolina. It has been built up to 
its present condition by your money, it is slowly 
progressing towards completion by the aid you give it, 
and surely you have the right to say whether you will 
sell it to those who will complete it, or will contimue 
to be taxed for its construction. 

Under existing laws, the appropriations for build- 
ing of a road . « « for interest of the first mortgage 
bonds, $59,500; for the purchase of iron and mterial, 
$70,000; and for the support of convicts about $45,000 
« « e e TO collect this money ami place it in the 
Treasury the sheriffs get 5 per cent commission, 
amounting to $8,725, which added $174,500, the amount 


: 4yorth Ceroline Public and Private Lews, 1875-1874, 
chapter 55, pp «04-008 
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collected, makes $183,000 in money collected out of your 
property every year. 
° ° » > ° e s 2 = = ° 2 ° s e es 2 e o 2 oO ° e ° ° > _ 
Before your plighted faith is broken, you are entitled 
to the opportunity of accepting, if you desire, a propo- 
sition that will enable you to keep that faith, and to 
strengthen rather than loosen the bonds that bind the 
mountains to the plains. 


The sale to the United Trust Company, under which name the 
above mentioned purchasers did business, stipulated among other 
thir s, that the line should be finished to Murphy-on or before 
January 1, 1885. The company, headed by Mr. Best, failed finen- 
cially and the road was in 1880 turned over to Clyde, Logan, and 
Buford, the men who had furnished the money for the purchase from 
the state. These men controlled the old Richmond and Danville 
road and this and the Western North Carolina Railroad went into 
the hands of the receivers and finally on August 22, 1894, the 
line through Haywood County fell under the control of the present 
operators, - the Southern Railway Company .° This line extends 
from Asheville tiles Western North Carolina to Murphy where it 
connects with the Louisville and Nashville Railroad. 

Other railroads have been operated in Haywood County. These 
included the Tennessee and North Carolina Railroad which extended 
from Centon to Sunburst and nearby territory, a distance of about 
forty miles. This road is recorded in records of corporations of 
1906, with a certificate of dissolution issued January 13, 1934,! 
The Qunlantown line which has long been abandoned and has almost 


Sgovernor Jarvis, An Address to the Extra Session of the 
Legislature on the Western North Carolina Railroad, pp. 3-13. 


Sarthur, Western North Carolina, pp. 476-477. 


TRecords of Corporations, Office of the Clerk of the Superior 
Court , Waynesvillé > ° es DDe 92-97. 
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disappeared extended from Hazelwood to Quinlantowm. Its purpose 
was to carry tinber to a sawmill in Hazelwood and to bring forest 
products to connect with the Southern Railroad in the same town, 
The Quinlantown line was purchased by Reuben B. Robertson of the 
Champion Pibre Company in 1913.8 

The Suncrest Lumber Company built about forty miles of track 
which connected with the Tennesse and North Caroline Railroad at 
Spruce. This company also owned a line running from Waynesville 
to Flat Creek. On its forty miles of track five engines and 
eighty standard steel cars were operated.” These railroads dis- 
contined operations with the coming of the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park. The only railroad in operation in Haywood County 
today with the exception of the Southern Railway is the Newport 
Division of the Tennessee and North Carolina Railway Company. 
This line extends from Newport, Tennessee, to Crestmont, North 
Carolina, two miles of which is in Haywood County. This division 
was built in 1900 and has been in active operetion since. It is 
used primarily to haul pulp wood and lumber. At present one 
locomotive, one rail motor bus, md one passenger car are operated 
over this line.2° 

In this period of railway development the roads of Haywood 
County underwent few changes. In about 1882 Zeigler and Grosscup 


described a journey by stage in this county in the following 


Sreconis of Corporations, Office of the Clerk of the Superior 
Court, Waynesville, Ne C., pe 221. 


a Ne. Davis in an interview with the writer, Waynesville, 
Ne Ces Jamary 25, 1936. 


103, S. Mantooth, General Superintendent of the Tennessee and 
North Carolina Railway Company, in a letter to the writer from 
Newport, Tennessee, February 15, 1956. 
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One of the stage routs now in operation is from the 
present terminus of the Western North Carolina Railroad 
at Pigeon River to Waynesville, ten miles distant. 
e « « the tourist will take a late dinner at a large brick 
farmhouse beside the station, and then secure a place with 
the colored driver on the top of the stage. .« « « I have 
a vivid recollection of helping, one dark April night, 

_ to mniload a light Jersey wagon, drawn by two stout horses, 
in order to release the hub-deep sunken wheels, and allow 
us to proceed on our way from Waynesville. 

Between the years 1915 and 1920 the writer can remernber the 
deplorable conditions of the roads of Haywood County. It was im- 
possible for automobiles to pass from one section of the county to 
another during inclement weather. Number 10 highway, the main 
road in the county today, was literally a sea of md during the 
rainy season, and time and time again the writer has seen cars 
being pulled by horses from mud into which they had sunken below 
their axles. However, some of the county roads had been covered 
with stone, including @ proximately three miles from Waynesville 
to Lake Junaluska and ebout the same milage from the former place 
towards Dellwood. Several roads soon passed through the gravel 
stage when the state began its great road building campaign in the 
early twenties. Until that time the roads were maintained by the 
counties rather than by the state. 
| "As of June 30, 1934 the State highway system in Haywood 


County showed a total of 151.7 miles made up as follows: 


ily, G. Zeigler and B. S. Grosscup, The Heart of the 
Alleghanies, pe 279. 
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Concrete 26.7 Miles 
Asphalt atete ™ 
Surface Treated ie 
Gravel Ino «6* 
Graded 46.5 * 
Unimproved 16,0, * 


‘9 "These roads have been constructed over a period of years 
(1921-1934) at a cost of $1,739,000. These figures do not include 
all the work done by maintenance forces but include only that done 
by contract or force account labor."12 

From the time G. G. Logan brought his 1903 one cylinder 
Cadillac to Waynesville until the present time Haywood County has 
had service car transportation. Mr. Logan's automobile was used 
to carry passengers from Asheville to this county, and to make 
‘taps to other nearby places. ”” Touring cars, with Henderson Jones 
as the outstanding owner and operator, continued to give service 
on regular scheduhes between Asheville and Waynesville until the 
first bus line was formed in 1925. In this year the Independent 
Coach Line, Incorporated, was formed with a capital stock of 
$30,000.1* In 1936 the Smoky Mountain Stages operate about five 
buses daily in each direction between Asheville, Atlanta, Murphy, 
and Chattanooga by the way of Canton and Waynesville, Haywood County. 

| In 1936 Haywood County has excellent freight service over the 
line of the Southern Railway Company. Besides this means of trans- 
portation, motor express is operated on a daily schedule from east 


to west and return. Commerce has developed in proportion to the 


12;,, We. Payne, Assistant to State Highway Engineer, in a 
letter to the writer from Raleigh, N. C., March 11, 1935. 

13¢. G. Logan in a letter to the writer from Cherokee,N.C., 
February 21, 1936. 

l4kecord of Corporations, Book II, pp. 128-130. 
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advancement of transportation lines and Haywood County has taken 
one of the foremost places occupied by counties of Western North 
Carolina. 

Although the development of transportation was unusual within 
this mountainous county following the reconstruction period, its 
importance was probably overshadowed by the phenomenal growth of 
agriculture. The first crops were corn, potatoes, mpless, and 
wheat. Meats, especially those from the hog, and wheat were the 
chief exports, but forest products and apples soon took their 
places. Too, beef cattle began to assume an important economical 
position. In 1878 barn-cured tobacco was introduced into Haywood 
County.2° This tobacco was usually hauled to Asheville where it 
was sold at an average price of about forty cents. Mr. Dévis, 
the tobacco grower referred to above, said that the barn-cured 
period of tobacco ended in 1892 or 1895. While remaining here it 
was one of the principal money crops, probably assuming first 
place. The census of 1880 reports only one hundred acres of to- 
bacco, while the same records ten years later show more than 
seventeen times as much acreage producing 861,096 pounds of barn- 
cured tobacco. In 1925 W. A. Moore and W. C. Morrow introduced 
air-cured tobacco to Haywood County .16 

Other crops showed the same remarkable growth. In 1890 
Haywood County produced almost eight thousand bushels of Irish 


potatoes; in 19350 nearly seventy thousand bushels were duge 


157. ¢. Davis.in a letter to the writer from Waynesville, N.C., 
August, 1935. : 


1éw, p. smith in a letter to the writer from Waynesville,N.C. 
August, 1935. 
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Between the same years the production of apples increased approxi- 
mately five-fold. The 1930 census figures compared with those 

of 1900 indicate that this county had almost doubled the number 
of cattle produced while other live-stock had been on the de- 
crease, Also, small grain harvested showed a great decline during 
the first thirty years of the twentieth century. In 1930 there 
were 2,125 farms, with an average size of seventy-five acres, 
which had a value per acre of sixty-four dollars? 

Agriculture has been the most important industry of Haywood 
County since its formation; and, even though manufacturing and 
other industries have assumed significant places, farming con- 
tinues to play the leading role in the economic life of this 
geection, arly people did not take proper care of the land. When 
old soil was exhausted new could be obtained for the clearing. 
Today this frontier area is developing from a land of exploita- 
tion of resources to a section with a definite program of con- 
servation. In 1930 there were 2400 farms in Haywood; in 1935 
there were 3300 with the average farm containing sixty-five acres._© 
In 1930 there were more than five times as many people engaged in 
farming as in any other industry»? Of this vast number engaged 
in farming many owned their own farms while others were renters. 
The proportion of tenancy in Haywood County is shown in this 
table .7° 


Uy, S+ Consus, 1950, vol. il, part ii. 


18). p, smith in a letter to the writer from Waynesville, NeCe, 
August, 1935. 
ee. Se Census, 1950. 
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Table 6 
Year Proportion of tenants 
1920 34 136 
1925 20. ve 
1930 51.9 


All tenants numbered 677 in 1930. Of this number only 112 
were related to the landlords. There were, in the same year among 
this number, only seventy-one cash tenants. Seventy of the cash 
tenants were not related to the landlord while one cash tenant 
was related to the owner. The tenants not related to the landlord 
paid an average of one dollar and four cents per acre while the 
tenant who was related to the ower paid an average of sixty cents 
per acre." 

In 1933 this county produced over 500,00 bushels of corn, 
$26,178 worth of wheat, Irish potatoes valued at over $50,000, 
and possessed livestock valued at more than one-half million dol- 
lars.”” Apples bring a cash incame of $250,000, while the yearly 
income of tobacco is $100,00@. The farmer realizes 4150,000 yearly 
from forest products sold to mamfacturing establishments within 
the county." Mr. Smith, County Agent, stated that there was a 


steady increase in all important crops within the county. The 


2ly. s. Census, 1930 | 
221nformation from the State Department of Agriculture, 1933. 
25y. p. Smith in a letter from Waynesville, N. C., August,1935. 
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Western Carolina Creamery has been recently establimed and is 
ready to handle hundreds of gallons of cream which are not being 
produced here at the present time. Trucking has become one of 
the fastest developing phases of the farming industry. In fact 
all parts of the farming industry have seen an upward trend 
within the memory of the writer. Improved methods of farming, 
improved roads, increased home markets, and various other dh anges 
have given this industry a wonderful growth during the past five 
years. | 

In 1928 the Waynesville schools added vocational training 
to their course of study, with W. D. Smith as the first instructor, 
One ide later J. Le Robinson was employed as county agricultural 
agent. Since that time vocational training has been made a part 
of the curriculum in all high schools of the county. 

Soon after the completion of the Western North Carolina 
Railroad manufacturing establishments began to appear in Haywood 
County. Flour and meal mills were followed by those for the 
manufacturing of lumber. After these the growth of the county's 
four major manufacturing industries began. In 1885 the Junaluska 
Tannery began operations at Hazelwood and has never closed since 
that time. A cut-esole plant was added in 1955. This tannery 
and cut-sole now give employment to about two hundred men and 
have a yearly payrohl of approximately two hundred and twenty-five 
thousand dollars.@* 

Soon after the opening of the twentieth century three furni- 


ture factories started operations in Waynesville and Hazelwood. 


P47. Me Richeson in an interview with the writer, Hazelwood, 
N. Co, 19356. 
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Today, however, due to poor management only one plant remains, 
the Unagusta Mmufacturing Company at Hazelwood. This company 
m&es guites of furniture which are sold to dealers in several 
parts of the country. The hardwoods found in this area are es- 
pecially suitable for furniture making, and the natives seem 
talented in woodcraft. 

The Unagusta began making crude furniture in about 1901 with 


. twenty-five employees. The building was one-fourth the size of the 


present factory and power was furnished by a steam engine. From a 
small beginning this furniture factory has gradually grown until 
the present building has six departments in two stories, containing 
six thousand feet of floor spaee. Ail machines used by the one 
hundred and sixty-five employees are operated by electricity. The 
Unagusta Menufacturing Company receives supplies from many parts of 
the world and sells its furniture in sufficient quantity to make 
Hazelwood noted as one of the principal furniture towns of North 
Carolina.©> | 

The next of the four major industries to be established was 
the Champion Fibre Company of Canton. This is one of the leading 
factories of the South and by far the outstanding mamfacturing 
establishment of Haywood County. It was organized in 1907 by the 
late Peter G. Thomson of Cincinnati, Ohio, primarily for the pur- 
pose of supplying sulphite and soda pulp to his paper mill at 
Hemilton, Ohio. As originally designed, the plant included pro- 
cesses for the mamfacture of sulphite pulp, soda pulp, container 


“5p. L. Prevost in an interview with the writer, Hazelwood, 
N. C., 1956. 
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board, and tamnic acid. The determinants for its location in Wes- 
tern North Carolina wexe a large supply of many varieties of woods, 
abundant and intelligent labor, suitable water, and accessibility 
to market. . 

’ This company's development from the beginning has been steady. 
it hes included not only other processes for the mamfacture of 
pulp, mt also for the production of paper and miscellaneous by- 
products. Te se include the mamfacture of a wide range of papers 
and boards, the manufacture of sulphate and mechanical pulp, of 
soda bleach and caustic soda, the recover of lime, the producticn 
of adhesive extract from sulphite liquors, md the manufacture of 
turpentine. 

Today the company is unique in several respects, It is per- 
haps the only mill utilizing all of the standard processes of re- 
ducing wood to pulp; that is, the sulphite, soda, and sulphate 
chemical processes, and the mechanical process, It has the largest 
and most modern ma¢hine ever erected for the mding of the higher 
grades of white paper. It is conspicuous in the tannic acid indus- 


try as its productive capacity is one of the greatest of the mills 


of the United States. 


The plant consumes each day approximately sixty standard 
carloads of pulp wood, 600 tons of coal, 120,000 pounds of lime, 
35,000 pounds of sulphur, 1003000 pounds of salt, 12,000 kilowatt 
hours of electric current, and 20,000 horse power of stearm. The 
plant receives wood from North and South Carolina, Tennessee, end 
Georgia; coal from Kentucky snd Virginia; lime from Tennessee; | 
and salt from Virginia. The woods include chestnut, pine, poplar, 


hemlock, spruce, gum, bass, and cottonwood. 
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The daily average production is approximately as follows: 350 
tons of pulp, 150 tons of paper, forty tons of board, 100 
tons of tannic acid, two tons of solid caustic soda, two tons 
of adhesive extract, five tons of rosin soap and cleanser, and»500 
gallons of turpentine. Over a period of two weeks selected at 
random the Champion Fibre Company had carload shipments going to 
twenty-two states, the District of Columbia, Cuba, and Canada. 

These cars included caustic soda, lighin pitch, printing paper, 
pulpboard, dry and liquid t-nning extract, soda wood pulp, sul- 
phite wood pulp, ne tar oil, wrapping paper, andfrood turpentine. 
In its beginning only 700 men were employed. The present employmeht, 
however, is 2,529 employees who receive a monthly payroll of ap- 
proximately $260,000. Enough wood to furnish the plant for one hun- 
dred days is stored on its fifty acre yard. 

The Champion Fibre Company's organization is formed along 
modern lines, specialists of broad experience and technical train- 
ing being in charge of various departments. In the effort to attain 
mechanical and chemical efficiency, however, the human element has 
not been neglected. The plant includes a completely equipped com- 
munity center, operated uncer the suspicies of the Young Men's 
Christian Association, a workmen's village, oooperative gracery, 
emergency hospital in charge of a trained nurse, safety and welfare 

department, and a school of vocational training. 

The plant was established with a view to permanency, and due 
regard has always been had for conserving the factors necessary for 
its existence. Particular attention has been given to conserving 
a supply of its principal raw material, wood, through the acquisi- 
tion of large areas of timberlands placed under the supervision 


ofa forester. The principal officers of Champion Pibre Company 
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at present are: Alexamder Thomas, Chairman of the Board; Reuben 
By Robertson, President and General Manager; and Charles S. Bryant, 
Secretary and Treasurer.-© 

In 1926 the Royal and Pilkington Company, Incorporated, built 
a factory at Hazelwood which uses eighty-four employees. ‘The -~plant 
manufactures a special weave of tapestry which is readily purchased 
by furniture plants.27 
The following information taken from the United States Census 
will show the growth of manufacturing industries and the influence 
of the Champion Fibre Company. 


Table 7. 
Date Capital Employees Wages Value of Value of 
| Material Products 
1880 ¢ 30,160 24 $3,540 $ 43,'759 ~ 52,868 
1890 115,335 98 18,929 102,281 146,506 
1900 545,295 152 31,475 204,974 331,423 
1920 a ee 1,859 1,732,140 4,832,237 8,894,833 


In 1880 there were twenty manufacturing establishments with 
twenty-four workers receiving a little over three thousand dollars 
for their labor. Fifty years later, in 1930, there were twenty-five 
establishments in Haywood County with 2,066 wage earners, not | 
counting salaried employees, receiving an annual wage of $2,340,641.7° 

Besides the four major industries Haywood County has other 


manufacturing activities which add much wealth to this locality. 


26q, We Phillips, In an interview with the writer, Canton, 


Ne. Ce 1936. : 
£78. E. Colquitt, In an interview with the writer, Hazelwood, 


WN. Ce, 1936. 
28united States Census, 1880, 1930. 


: Nee 


Sftrd bo : . coped poednabil id: Beas Tangodt 


. rey hve os coun dette hoowlas 


—. 
~ 


*) 


a} to evr feteacvam 


ewe 


Vee 4am £9 


os 
' nl % ~~ % « } ~ er 
a1 ? bes so Lpevamro tai wet \ na 


. » : a 
— - — a ee ee 
Hi s 
{ é 
? 1, ghee P 
- - = - _— oo -* - mee: ~~ 


: ‘ OHS corte - — seer vita 
Pe BC o te - ¥ 


, é s " ‘< OF a i a 
: - ‘ =e © * S 


ey 
' te 4 oe 
* f ; , Ai 4 sa i 


4 ¢ P no sbsine ee 
; ator ervoddvg 


- 


pecs vVieonw) qth noni 

1a 

: Oeil ‘ L ethos wera 
7 OOO. by Vinod Hew ne 


¢ 


vee Dele 


j ‘am 00%. onli ie 


- 
~ 


ee. | rioicw woss tedden & 


: ee IRN ER a é. 5 2 a: " 
: ; , vietni oo of oobi lide at 


wer cs 


at ae 
“48 


al 
ebouwl *: gad ‘3 tvietial as ae yoetuatiet, 


rs ONL, ,O08L gaened pedada, 


. . - i Fs q ett, 


107 
Chief of these is the cutting of timber for building purposes. 
Especially was this true before the national government began aur- 
tailing these activities by the acquisition of land for the esta- 
blishment of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park. In 1929, 
“according to the State Department of Conservation and Development, 
this county had a forest area of approximately 242,208 acres, or 
70 percent of the total land area. It is estimated that in this 
territory there are 360,000,000 broad feet of saw tinber,2”) mn 
1929 it was repgrted that 20 sawmills produce about 30,000,000 
broad feet of limber per annum. And, of course, to supply the 
major industries a considerable quantity of tan bark and pulp- 
wood are produced each year. It is extimated by the same authority 
that the stumpage value of the timber cut annually is around 
$200,000. In 1936 there are about ten sawmills in the county, the 
largest being the one belonging to M. 0. Galloway which is located 
within the city limits of Waynesville. Much is being re-forested. 
Much timber still stands to be cut. 

Eighteen years ago T. J. Walls began the inlaid wood industry 
which has since caused the establishment of three other small wood- 
working shops, giving steady employment to approximately fifty men. 
throughout the year. These small factories use a variety of native 
woods in making each article, which include boxes, card tables, checke 

boards, and trays. Listeé# under novelties these useful household 


articles are placed on the market in many sections of the country .©° 


“9nN. C. Resources and Industries, 1929, pe. 174. 


50p, Jy, Walls, In an interview with the writer, Waynesville, 
Ne Ce, 1936. 
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At the beginning of the twentieth century numerous mining 


claims were granted by the State; however no mines have been developed 
to hold any important position in the industries of this county. At 
different periods during the preceding years operations on a small 
scale have taken place, and in 1936 a mica mine is being worked near 
Hazelwood. In 1926 the total value of mineral producti6n in the 
‘county was $2,502,.° Besides mica other minerals are kyanite, low 
grade copper ore, feldspar, and kaolin cley. 

_ One of the most important phases of the economic life of Haywood 
County consists in the service rendered to tourists. The yearbook of 
1902 listed nine hotels and borgrding houses in Waynesville. Now 
there are approximately twenty hotels and an untold number of 
boarding houses scattered in all sections of the county. Besides 
these tourist accommodations the county has numerous camps and tourist 


homes. Bothe directly and indirectly the many visitors contribute 


' much to the prosperity of the county. 


One of the munty's most valuable developments is that of 
electric power. Waynesville had the first electricity, supplied by 
a plant located on Richland Creek near the site of the local ice 
plant. However, a power plant built in 1904 on the Pigeon River in 
the northern part of the county was the first major development. 
Under the ownership of B. J. Sloan, Thomas Stringfield, and S. C. 
Welch it began furnishing electricity to Waynesville in 1904. This 
plant, known as the Haywood Electric Power Company, possessed eleven 
and one-half niles of transmission line, had generating equipment 
capable of producing 400 kilowatt. The plant was slightly improved 
in 1907-08 and began serving the Champion Fibre Company of Canton, 
which used approximately 1000 horse power. Waynesville secured their 


Sly, C. Resources and Industries, 1929, pe 174. 
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power for $208.53 per month. . 

in 1925 the Haywood Electric Power Company was optioned to the 
| Carolina Power and Light Company was optioned andtin 1929 sold to 
them. No part of the plant, except temporary use of the lines, 
was ever used by the ae owner .©2 

In 1927 the Carolina Power and Light Company began the construc: 
tion of their Waterville Plant on the Pigeon River. This project was 
completed in the early part of 1931 with an installed generating 
capacity of 145,000 horse power. The dam is of congrete construc- 
tion and is 180 feet high and 870 feet long, banking water up stream 
for i eretmnheier eighteen miles. The dam is connected to the gene- 
rating plant by a tunnel fourteen feet in diameter and six miles 
long. This company has sixty-seven miles of transmission lines in 
Haywood County and in addition the distribution system in Clyde, 
Canton, and Hazelwood. Besides these towns Waynesville is served 
by this power company e”° Only two rural lines are found in Haywood 
County, serving one mile on the Lake Junaluska-Crabtree road and 
twelve miles on the Canton-Bethel road. Officials of the county are 
attempting to secure lower rates on power and more mileage of lines 
. for rural settlements. Besides the twelve families furnished by the 
rural lines there are twenty-five or thirty families in the Ivy Hill 
township served by private plants having a capacity of thirty volts 
each. 

Other important developments within the county, all occuring 


S2yugh Je Sloan, In an interview with the writer, Waynesville, 


Ne Coy 1956. 


SSwilliam Le Yoder, Assistant to the General Manager, Carolina ~ 
Power and Light Company, in a letter to the writer from Raleigh, N.C. 
April 1, 1955. 


54y, D. Smith, In an interview with the writer, Waynesville, N.C. 
1936. . 
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within the twentieth century, include the apple industry which was 
started here about thirty years ago by Re N. Barber. Besides his 
orchard of more an 14,000 trees, four or five other commercial 
orchards of naticeable size are at present packing apples for the ma 
market. 

__ in 1900, according to the Asheville Daily Gazette dated 
February 5; 1902, Waynesville's Independent Telephone Line began 
operating under the ownership of W. H. Cole, S. C. Satterthewaite, 
Je Py. Swift, andR. D. Gilmer. Plans were soon under way to make 
connections with the Asheville line, andto extend local operations 
to nearby communities within the county. Im 1936 Waynesville and 
Canton have good telephone service. Clyde, Hazelwood, and Lake 
Junaluska have a few telephones each, Other lines of communication 
are scattered over the county, but there are still five townships 
without this service. 

Another important development consisted in the establishment 
in 1901 of the county's first fire department. The equipment con- 
sisted of two, two wheeled reels with five hundred feet of hose, 
two nozzles, and @ few wrenches. A chief, an assistant, and twelve 
members received thei r pole and stpeet taxes for handling this equip- 
ment. In 1925 Waynesville bought a fire truck and other necessary 
_ Supplies valued at twelve thousand dollars.°° In the meantime Canton 
has been supplied with excellent equipment; thus, this town and 
Waynesville are the only places in Haywood County with fire fighting 
service worth notation. The development of public utikikies and in- 
dustrial corporations have been the leading factors in the progress 
made within Haywood County during the twentieth century. 


35¢, G. Logan, In a letter to the writer from Cherokee, N. Ce; 
February 19366 
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In the meantime schools, churches, and newspapers were 

_ gradually improving, and continued to occupy a significant position 
in the lives of the people within this county. In 1890, according | 
to the United States Census, 35,258 pupils attended school and were 
taught by thirty-four male and twenty-two female teachers. This 
included fifty-two colored students being instructed by four male 
teachers. Since 1881 Haywood County has elected a superintendent of 
schools. However, until 1899 there was not a public hich school 
within the coumty. Public instruction was offered in the elementary 
field for three or four months each year with teachers poorly paid 
and pupils very scarce in proportion to the school population. Many 
private institutions continued to exist, such as the one advertized 
by George W. Hahn. This instructor placed on advertisement in the 
local paper showing his sghool at Turpin's Chapel as “a school for 
boys and girls who desire to study, not play: be governed, not governs do 
their ow work, not have it done." Tuition ranged from one to two 
dollars according to the courses, and "good Board could be had for 
five or six dollers per month", 

In 1897 an editoral appeared in the local pappr appealing to 
the people to establish a pitblic school in Waynesville. The writer 
stated that, "Waynesville has good schools now but most of our 
children are barred becuase their parents are unable to pay etatn.* 
Im 1902 the same paper stated that the Waynesville Greded School was 
orgenized in 1899, and the legislature appointed the Zollowing 
members of the Board of Trustees: J. Ke Boone, Je De Boone, Tele 
Green, Doctor B. F. Smathers, Major W. W. Stringfield, GC. 5S. White, 


36 
Waynesville Courier February £6, 1897 
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W. He Paucette, J. L. Williams, and Homorable R. D. Gilmer. The Firs 


superintendent was W. G. Allen, who reported an enrollment of 

over 300 to the new graded school. Im 1902 the membership hac 
inereased almost twenty-five percent, and nine grades were used 
to prepare students for college. In 1911 a total enrollment of 


 §60 was reported. 


On July 19, 1912 the same authority stated that "there are fifty=- 
four schools in the county (including three graded schools and 


E two state high schools) with about eishty teachers licensed". 


fhis second high school memtioned was in Canton, which was 
started in 1907, and has since become one of the foremost schools 
within the county. 

In 1922 Centon enlarged its towmmship system and one year 
later Waynesville voted a bond issue of $177,000 for the same 
purpose. mm 1936 the county has five consolidated school districts 
with e high school in each. These schools are accredited 
by the state board of education. In January of 1937 the Waynesville 
township system opened the first junior high school in the county, 
an@ a few months previous this school system's teams played 
their football games on the athletic field containing the first 
stadium to be erected in North Carolina west of Asheville. 

In 1936 Haywood County had 8565 white students taught by 211 


~ 


teachers, and an enrollment of 194 colored students taught by 6 


4nstructorse It appears that the schools in this county need mech 
improvement both in physical equipment and scholastic attainment. 


37 
Waynesville Courier, May 19, 1911. 
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However the schools of Haywood County have had a former students 
some of the outstsnding citizens of the state and nation. Boys and 
girls from these schools have made fair records in institutions of 
higher learning. Still, in many ways, this county is far behind 
some others in academic att ainment, and it is the desire of leading 
educators to raise standards both for students and teachers, add 
another grade to the high schools, and place manual training in 


other schools besides those of Waynosville and Canton. 

Following the reconstruction period, church memberships 
increased. Methodist and Baptist continued to dominate in 
mumbers as well as in value of church property. However the Prese 
byterians, beginning in 1875, now have asplendid membership at 
their five churches within the coumty. The Espiscopal Church, 
formed in 1878 but not memtioned in the census of 1890, has three 
buildines, each having a small but active membership. In the 1890 
census the Methodist Episcopal was shown as having 504 members. 

In 19356 this organization has doubled its membership and has 

_@hureches in several sections of the county. Alsog,for several 
years, Waynesville has had a Catholic church with forty or fifty in 
membership. 

Tn 1890 all churches in the county had a membership of 4,292 
with a total valuation of all church property equal $60,375. Om 
August 24, 1933 the Baptist association alone reported a total 
membership of 4,959 and chureh property valued at $142,950. This 
organization, about the same size as the Methodist, possessed 
thirty-three churches and had twenty preachers to serve their 


congregations. 
One of the most important events for Haywood County during 
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the twentieth century was the selection of Tuscola (now Laie 
Junaluska) as the summer assembly grounds of the Methodist Church. 
S.C. Welch and Bishop James Atkins, of Waynesville, met with 

the committee that decided upon this petebsens 5 

An editorial in the Asheville Citizen had the following to say in 
regard to this beautiful assembly grounds: 


» » sFormally opened in 19135, Jumaluska proved its 
value from the very first. In the years that have fohlowed 
thousands and tens of thousands of Methodists, and thousands 
of others who are not Methodists, have found wholesome 
pleasure end recreation there, swmer after summer, it has 
been the gathering place for some of the most important 
religious movements in the South, and has been a center of 
inspiration beyond all calculation. 
e « etnere is a beautiful lake, with a shore line of 
over four miles; a conerete dam which cost $110,000; a 
water system which cost $44,000; a hotel which cost $47,0003 
roads and sidewalks; an auditorium which seats 4,0°0 people; 
@ golf course of 100 acres; some 500 acres yet to be sold 
off in lots; and so on, and gO On...+59 
The property mentioned in the above editorial became the property 

of the Methodist Church in 1936 when its members raised $105,000 

to clear it of its bonded indebtiness. Besides the 
property owned by the church, private owers have numerous summer 
homes, hotels, and other possessions within the limits of the assembly 
grounds. One of the outstanding features of the summer progrem is 
the Junaluska Summer School which has been conducted for a number 
of years by officials of Duke University. 

Although newspapers have influenced the citizens of Haywood 

- County few have been preserved for reference. There were no 


colleges where papers may have been stored, and besides the people 


38 
Waynesville Courier, June 17, 1910. 


39 
Asheville Citizen, July 26, 1956. 
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of the period were not interested in records. In 1936 there are 
two newspapers here, the Waynesville Mountaineer and the Cantor 
Enterprise, both published weekly. The first file in the office 
of the Waynesville paper is that of 1908. The paper of that file 
indicates strong sentiment for prohibition, upholds the Democratic 
party, and, among other things, begins to boost this section as 

a tourist center. The first paper to be printed west of Asheville 
was edited in Waynesville and came from the press there on January 
16; 1884, This small newspaper, published each Wednesday with a 
subscription rate of one dollar and half a year, was bold in 
stating that its politics were Democratic, commented on the poor 
condition of the roads, the coming of the railroad to Waynesville, 
and other interesting ET aa 

Since that period the county has usually hed some form of newse 
paper to express, in a fairly eanerake manner, the sentiment of 
the people within the territory served. 

In the past ten years Haywood Ceeniine has acded many public 
‘buildings to its list of accomplishments. Leading this 
construction program is the $260,000 cousthouse of granite stand- 
ing in the center of Waynesville's business section. Farther 
up Main Street ts a new posteoffice, and a ie thousand dollar 
addition to the Baptist church. One of the most beautiful churches 
in Western North Carolina has recently been completed in Waynesville 
by the Methodists, and the same denomination constructed the 
Junaluska Methodist Church at Lake Junaluska. At the present time 
two armories, one at Waynesville and one at Centon, are under 

40. 


This paper is now in the possession of Mrs. T.L. Gwyn, 
Waynesvilie, N.C. 
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construction and will cost $40,000 each. Other important public 
buildings have been erected during the twentieth century. To 
this building program numerous hotels, merchantile establishments, 
@ hospital, lodge halls, and beautiful homes have been added. 

In the period from reconstruction until the present Haywood 
developed an interesting political history. In the fifteen 
national elections form 1880 through 1936 the Democratic candidate 
for President polled a majority thirteen times. The two losses 
by this party occured in 1896 when William McKinley got 1901 votes 
to 1059 obtained by William J. Bryan, and in 1928 when Herbert 
Howver received 4472 votes as compared with the 4173 given the 
Democratic candidate, Aifred E. Smith. In the general election 
of 19352 Haywood County gave President Roosevelt 6800 votes while 
Herbert Hoover polled only 3081, a Democratic majority of more 
then two to one. Im the same election, however, two precincts, 
Cecil and East Fork, gave Republican majorities to local, state, 
and national candidates. Comparing this bote with that of a decade 
earlier, it is noticed that the same precincts record comparably 
equal results with Big Creek and Clyde giving a stronger Yote to 


the Republican party. These townships have possessed strong leader= 
ship in the minority party, end it is believed by many that 


outstanding leaders in other sections of the county would have 
materially changed the complexion of this county's politics. 
Strenth in the renks of the Democratic party is expected in 
@ county of North Carolina. Unusual strength in the Republican 
party is not so easily explained. The greatest boost to its 
power in Haywood County was furnished by union sentiment during 
the War Between the States. In the election of 1896 the conser= 
vative element gave McKinley a majority because they were afraid 
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of Bryan's monetary policy. In 1928 Haywood County gave a majority 
to the Republican party due to its dry platform. Too, several 
voters of this section dd not favor the religious beliefs of 
Alfred E. Smith. Furthermore, according to the opinion of political 
Observers in Haywood County today, it appears thet the Republican 
party has added strength from time to time due to £%s desire for 
@ higher tariff on cattle and wool. In all elections the minority 
party is strong and has placed candidates in office on numerous 
occasions. 

On the probition issue of 1881 Haywood County voted 
against the measure by a few votes, but in 1908 a favorabie Yote 
of 1928 to 81 was polled. It appears that representatives in the 
state legislature have not hesitated to increase various boards 
4n order to change the political policies of the county. For 
some recent examples, in 19287 J. R. Boyd increased the county 
commissioners form three to five members. At the following 
general assembly R. E. Hipps decreased the same board by two 
members. In 1955 J. fT. Bailey increased the board of county 
commissioners form three to seven memberSe 

Other trends in legislative affairs indicate that the people 
have favored hospitals, roads, and schools; that Baws were enacted 
to encourage manufacturing; and that later restrictions were 
placed on activities of industrial organizations. In some cases 
awa have been enacted to prohibit manufacturing plants from 
running waste into streams, and of course the formation of the 
Smoky Mountain National Park restricted lumbering activities. 
Citizens of Haywood County were unusually favorable toward 
the establishment of the Western Carolina Railroad, Yoting for 
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_ legislation aiding its interests. In the great majority of 


cases interest in political races remains within the Democratic 
primary because a win here usually menas victory in the general 
election. Since reconstruction political trends in this county 
have followed, for the most part, an even and expected course 


with very few distwrbances to change the policies of the majority 


- party. 


One of the most important events, political or otherwise, 
to favor Haywood County was the establishment of the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. In 1874 people in this section began to 
dream of a national park, and it is believed that the first article 
on the subject, which appeared in the early 1880's was written o 
by the Reverend C. D. Smith, a Methodist minister of Franklin. 

The first orgmized effort appeared in Asheville in 1899 when 
more than two hundred people from the southeast assemtbd to discuss 
plans for so great an undertaking. Among Haywood County's leading 
politicians present at that assembly were Robert D. Gilmer, W.T. 
Crawford, James M. Moody, W. B. and G. S. Ferguson, and George H. 
Smathers. <A bill appropriating $10,000,000 passed the United 
States Senate, and received favor from the President, but was 
defeated in the lower house. In 1924 the Temple bill allowed Cong= 
ress to accept lands for a park as soon as 427,000 acres were 
conveyed. Citizens donated a million dollars, the states of North 
Carolina and Tennessee subscribed two million dollars each, and 
the Laura Spelman Rockefeller Foundation donated five million 
dollars to complete the necessary amount for the completion of 
a national park in this section. A large poption of land within 
Haywood County was purchased for park use, and Soco Gap in this 
county became one of the most importent entrances in the eastern 


side. Even though the necessary funds were available on March 30, 
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1928, the park has not been officially dedicated. 

Already more visitors come to the Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park than to any other. It is estimated that three quarters 
of a million people visit this section annyally and leave around 
$18,000,000, and the National Park service believes that with the 
compiction of the Scenic Parkway and the formal opening of the 
park that more than 2,000,000 visitors will pour into this section 
‘ to leave $100,000,000 iviagire 

Another important event to the citizens of this county 
was the World War. The People profited by increased prices, were 
very patriotic during the war period, rode the wave of prosper&ty 
until 1929 when the depression closed two of their three banks, 
destroyed the value of their produce and labor, and left many of 
the heretofore prosperous citizens in dire circimstances, Th the 
World War Haywood County sent eight hundred and sixty-seven 
participants. Eight were killed in action, and fifteen others died 
- While in HE ng bi 

However, neither the war nor its following depression could 
entirely disrupt the material progress of Haywood County for any 
length of time. Progress was being made in numerous ways. Roads 
were built, a furniture plant at Hazelwood began operations, 
wood-working factories were built, the Champion Fibre Company 
made an addition to its mill, and scientific farming brought a 
greater income to the farmers of Haywood County. Indeed this 
area has accomplished many outstanding achievements since the 


beginning of the depression in 1939, 


42 nee 
C. R. Summer in the Citizen-Times, June 9, 1955. 


43 
Letter from the War Department, Washington, D.C., 1956. 
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The progress made by Haywood County since reconstruction may 
well be shown by the tax records. In 1870 the county had an as~ 
sessed value of real estate of $438,760, personal estates valued 
at $365,452, and with a true valuation of both placed at a little 
‘over one and one-half million dollars. The total state and county 
tax was ewe 

In 1936 the total value of real estate was $18,824,034, with 
approximately two-thirds of this on rural acres, the remainder on 
5,028 town lots. The County's personal property valuation was 
$2,452,192, and with an estunl value on both personal and real of 
about fifty million dollars. Besides the above taxes the value 
from the state board of assessment gave the county a valuation of 
$1,481,175, making a grand total for all county assessment of 
$22,757,401. The total county tax for the above year was $255,065 
ed 

Aecording to the annual report of the state auditor Haywood E& 
County had a total tax of a little over nine thousand dollars in 
1877; approximately fifteen thousand in 18873; slightly over fifty- 
three thousand dollars in 1907; and a state and county tax of $ 
92,140.71 in 1917. Thus, over the period of years since reconstruc 
tion, Haywood Gounty evidently has increased her wealth at 
an unusually rapid rate. An increase in taxes from slightly over n 
thousand dollars in 1877 to nearly four hundred thousand in 1933 
appears to give a vitid picture of Haywood County's material 
prosperity. 

In the meantime population had increased almost four-fold. 
There were 7,921 people here in 1870, as compared with 28,275 in 19: 
The urban population in 1880 wes only 225, while fifty years later 


44. U.S. Census, 1870. 
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four towns ef the county had 9,157 people. Waynesville 
ved its greetest growth in the lest ten yeers ef the nineteenth centur 


the population was increased three-fold. Ganton, the second largest c 


Western North Careline, increased its pepulstion five-feld within 
first ten years ef the present century and 434s deubled the 
46 


letion each ten yeers thereafter. 


Heywood County hes had a worthy history, interesting in #11 
ses of its development. It has kept nace with its neighbors 
pregressive momements,. Nevertheless economic resources in this 
unty ere still undeveloved. Ce-eperstive marketing should raise 
farming from the level of self-sufficiency inte the cormercial 


ass, Industrial ergenizations have only indiceted their future 


elepment, and citizens of this county have to relize yet the 


surpassed possibilities fer teurist trade. Better schools 


Whurches are sorely needed to reduce illiterecy, individuslism, 


lecalism end increase so@islization and co-operetion. 


In conclusion, the writer would cast no shadow upen the 


story ef Haywood County. From an infant in 1808 this area has 


weleped into a wonderful adulthood under the direction of 


thy citizens. in 1936 this section had weter power, 


aw materisis, edaptable labor, good soil, beautiful scenery, 


@ cellent climete, and splendid leadership. These are the reasens 


e future of Haywood County is bright. 


46united States Census, 1936. 
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